STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

February 12, 2014
The regular monthly meeting of the Residential Building Committee was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Committee present:

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman 






Lee Mallett, Vice Chairman







Nick Castjohn







Karon “Kay” Gibson







William “Billy” Ward, Jr. 







Wesley L. “Wes” Wyman, Jr.

Jodi Penn was absent. There being a quorum present, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; John Andrishok, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Nathan Rawls, Bobbie Hughes, Emma Payne, John Dixon, Kristin Tullier, Tricia Wood, and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Director Marianne Sullivan; compliance investigators William Collins, Tommy Mimnaugh, Charmel Peterson, Leann Evans, Carl Bourque; and Kara Kearney, recording the minutes.

Ms. Gibson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation.  

Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the Minutes of the January 8, 2014, Residential Building Committee Meeting, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. 

Mr. McDuff introduced guests Jim Seago and Trey Frazier with the La. Attorney General’s Office, Rudy Babin and Norrie Falgoust with the Louisiana Department of Insurance, Wendell Fontenot with Louisiana State Police, and Jeannie Dodd with the Louisiana Homebuilders Association. 
NEW BUSINESS 

C.
INSURANCE HEARING(S):
Residential Building, Home Improvement, and Mold Remediation; General Liability & Workers’ Compensation – La. R.S. 2150–2192, 2186(B)(6), 2189(A)(7) and Rules and Regulations Sec. 1503(D).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Emma Payne was called to the stand and sworn in to give testimony regarding the status of the licenses and registrations listed on the agenda. Cabinets & Counter Tops of Louisiana, Inc., Guidry’s Renovations Plus, Inc., Mark Fussell Construction Co., Taylortrades, LLC, Triple L Management Corporation, and Walden Construction, LLC were removed from the agenda.

Samuel McMahon was present on behalf of MCM Enterprise Contractors, LLC and sworn in. Mr. McMahon submitted documentation showing that his company had no lapse in insurance. The case was dismissed.
No one was present for Brunco Builders, Inc., Char-Bee, Inc., Charles Wheeler, Jr., Crochet Construction Company, Inc., House Smart, LLC, Justin Wynne Construction, LLC, La Maison Renovations, Ramos Construction Group, LLC, Shadday Construction and Elevation, Inc., Superior Surfaces, LLC, and X-Fire, Inc. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to suspend the licenses of these companies and individuals until documentation is shown that there was no lapse in coverage. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
D.
COMPLIANCE HEARING(S):

1. Benny Wain Reed, Eunice, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Benny Wain Reed. Mr. Andrishok published a letter from Mr. Reed to the committee. Investigator Tommy Mimnaugh was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibit packet. The exhibits were filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Ward made a motion to find Benny Wain Reed to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Ward made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Benny Wain Reed $1,000 plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to $250 plus $1,000 in administrative costs if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.
2.
Jose Antonio Argueta, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1) and La R.S. 37:2160(A)(2).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Jose Antonio Argueta and his translator Johnny Bisone were present and sworn in. Mr. Argueta entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Argueta gave a statement to the committee. Ms. Gibson made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Jose Antonio Argueta $250 plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to $1,000 in administrative costs only if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.

3.
ARKLA Exteriors, LLC, Springhill, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by ARKLA Exteriors, LLC, which did not have a representative present. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.

4.
C & S Enterprises, LLC, Lake Charles, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by C & S Enterprises, LLC, which did not have a representative present. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed.
5.
Joseph Tassin, Colfax, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Joseph Tassin. Marianne Sullivan was called to the stand and sworn in to review the exhibits. The exhibits were filed and admitted. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Joseph Tassin to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Joseph Tassin the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to administrative costs only if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed. 

6.
Kurt’s Restoration, LLC, LaPlace, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).  


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Kurt Lee was present on behalf of Kurt’s Restoration, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Lee entered a no contest plea. Mr. Ward made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Lee gave a statement to the committee. Mr. Ward made a motion to fine Kurt’s Restoration, LLC $500 in administrative costs only, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.

7.
Masters Remodeling and Renovation, LLC, Lafayette, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Masters Remodeling and Renovation, LLC. Mr. Mimnaugh was called to the stand to review the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Master Remodeling and Renovation, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Masters Remodeling and Renovation, LLC the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to $1,000 in administrative costs only if registered within 90 days. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.
8.
Real Time Results d/b/a Guardian Roof System, Pearland, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary pf the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Real Time Results d/b/a Guardian Roof System, which did not have a representative present. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.

9.
Rob Piper & Company Construction Contractors, LLC, Slidell, Louisiana –La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Rob Piper & Company Construction Contractors, LLC. Carl Bourque was called to the stand and sworn in to review the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Rob Piper & Company Construction Contractors, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Rob Piper & Company Construction Contractors, LLC the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to $1,000 in administrative costs only if licensed within 90 days. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

E.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/CONTINUANCE(S):

1.
a)
Cornerstone General Contractors, LLC, Ruston, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(5).



This matter was continued.


b)
Elliot Jones, Grambling, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A).



This matter was continued.

2.
Aluminum & Screen Construction, LLC, Mandeville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Mark Higdon was present on behalf of Aluminum & Screen Construction, LLC and sworn in. Also present was Mr. Higdon’s attorney, Larry Smith. Mr. Smith entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn accepted the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. Homeowner Robert Manganello was present, sworn in and gave a statement. He presented a document, which was filed and admitted. Mr. Smith presented a settlement offer on behalf of Aluminum & Screen Construction, LLC. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to reject the settlement offer, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order on residential projects and fine Aluminum & Screen Construction, LLC $750 plus $1,000 in administrative costs. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.
3.
C. Todd Terrell d/b/a Juge Builders, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1) / La. R.S. 37:2175.3(A)(8).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of C. Todd Terrell d/b/a Juge Builders, LLC. Leann Evans was called to the stand and sworn in to review the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find C. Todd Terrell d/b/a Juge Builders, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine C. Todd Terrell d/b/a Juge Builders, LLC the maximum fine on each violation plus $1,000 in administrative costs. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.
4.
Nola Service Pros, LLC, Gretna, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Nola Service Pros, LLC. Mr. Bourque was called to the stand to review the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Nola Service Pros, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Nola Service Pros, LLC the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to administrative costs only if licensed within 60 days, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed with one objection after a vote. 
F. CONSIDERATION OF LICENSURE EXEMPTION(S):

NEW APPLICATION EXEMPTIONS (Pending all Requirements Being Met)

Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the new application exemptions as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.
G. 
Consideration of new applications for residential building construction license to be approved pending as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 4 & 5)


Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the residential building construction applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.

H.
Consideration of applications for home improvement registration as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 6 & 7)

Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the home improvement applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.




_______________________________________________________________


Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman





_______________________________________________________________


Lee Mallett, Vice Chairman
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