STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

October 18, 2012
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Members of the Board present:






Byron Talbot, Chairman 






Victor Weston, Vice Chairman  






Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux






William Clouatre






George Crain, Jr.






Courtney Fenet, Jr. 






August Gallo, Jr. 






Donald G. Lambert






Garland Meredith







Art O. Walker

Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr., Danny Graham, Kenneth Jones, Lee Mallett and Christopher Stuart were absent. 
Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Stephanie Laborde, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Brent Templet, Kelli Prudhomme, Sharon Fabre, John Dixon, Nathan Rawls, Doug Traylor, Monica Davis, and Deborah Irwin; Compliance Investigators, Lynwood Allemore, Marianne Sullivan, Frank Vaughn, Chris Verges and Jessie Wells; and Ms. Heather Landry, recording the minutes. 
Mr. Donald Lambert led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the Minutes of the September 20, 2012 regular meeting.  The Motion passed.

Mr. McDuff introduced special guests, Mr. Matt Thomey and Mr. Bill Croft with the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, and Mr. Michael Dumuy.    
C.
JUDGMENT HEARING(S):

1.
Anthony F. Marino, Mandeville, Louisiana –La. R.S. 37: 2158(A)(9).


Matter has been satisfied.  

2. MBD Construction Company, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana –La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against MBD Construction Company, Inc. and asked if a representative was present. Mr. John McLindon, attorney appeared. Mr. McLindon made a statement to the Board. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to accept the voluntary surrender of the license held by MBD Construction Company, Inc., or immediate revocation.   The Motion passed.  

3.
Osborne-Scott Construction, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 115(C) the Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Osborne-Scott Construction, LLC and asked if a representative was present  No representative was present.  Ms. Laborde introduced the Judgment into the record which was admitted by Judge White.  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to revoke the license of Osborne-Scott Construction, LLC.  The Motion passed.  
3. Superior Drywall Systems LLC, Hammond, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2150–2192, Sec. 115, the Rules and Regulations of the Board. 


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Superior Drywall Systems LLC and asked if a representative was present  No representative was present.  Mr. Frank White appeared on behalf of the Judgment creditor.  Ms. Laborde introduced the Judgment into the record which was admitted by Judge White.  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to allow Superior Drywall Systems LLC 30 days to satisfy the Judgment, if not satisfied the license will be immediately revoked. The Motion passed.  
5.
Starr Builders, LLC, Lafayette, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).

Matter has been satisfied. 
6.
Jeffery Trahan, Destrehan, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 115(C) Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Jeffery Trahan and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Jeffery Trahan was present.  Ms. Michelle Newmeyer and Ms. Patricia Ortego appeared.  Mr. Trahan made a statement to the Board.  Ms. Laborde introduced the Judgment into the record which was admitted by Judge White.  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to allow Jeffery Trahan 10 days to satisfy the Judgment, if not satisfied the license will be immediately revoked. The Motion passed.  

7.
Wynnco Construction, LLC, Amite, Louisiana –  La. R. S. 37:2150-2192 Sec. 115 (C) the Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Matter has been satisfied.

d.
Compliance Hearing(S): 

1.
Castillo Construction, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana –La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Castillo Construction, LLC and asked if a representative was present. Mr. Rick Fernandez, attorney, appeared. Mr. Alphonso Castillo appeared, was sworn in and denied the allegations.   Ms. Laborde called Mr. Lynwood Allemore, Investigator, to the stand.  Mrs. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Allemore and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  Mr. Fernandez made a statement to the Board.  Ms. Laborde called Mr. Matt Thomey with the Hazard Grant Mitigation Program to the stand where he was sworn in. Mr. Thomey made a statement to the Board.  Mr. Castillo made a statement to the Board. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to give Castillo Construction, LLC 30 days to resolve the matter with HGMP and the homeowner. If the matter is not resolved, the license of Castillo Construction, LLC will immediately be revoked.  The Motion passed, with an objection from Mr. Fenet.  
2.
 a)
Arco Builders, Inc., West Monroe, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).


Ms. Hughes presented the Board with a settlement offer on behalf of Arco Builders, Inc.  A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Clouatre to accept the settlement offer.  The Motion passed with, an objection from Mr. Badeaux.  
b) AAA Glass, Inc., West Monroe, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).


Ms. Hughes presented the Board with a settlement offer on behalf of AAA Glass, Inc. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Clouatre to accept the settlement offer.  The Motion passed.   
c)
Carlos Robles, Monroe, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Carlos Robles and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Carlos Robles, Sr. and Mr. Carlos Robles, Jr. appeared, were sworn in and entered a plea of no contest. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.   A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to fine Carlos Robles administrative costs and to give 90 days to obtain a license. If a license is not received within that time frame, the fine will be $1000.00 plus administrative costs.  The Motion passed.  

3.
a)
Venture Construction Company, Nacross, Georgia – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4). 


Ms. Hughes presented the Board with a settlement offer on behalf of Venture Construction Company.  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the settlement offer.  The Motion passed.
b)
James Leonard Barber d/b/a Barber Plumbing, Inc., Shreveport, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158 (A)(3), 2160 (A)(1) and Sec. 109, the Rules and Regulations of the Board. 

Ms. Hughes presented the Board with a settlement offer on behalf of James Leonard Barber d/b/a Barber Plumbing, Inc.  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Clouatre to accept the settlement offer.  The Motion passed.
4. 
a)
Shannon Wright, West Monroe, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Shannon Wright and asked if a representative was present.  No representative was present.  Ms. Laborde called Jesse Wells, Investigator to the stand where he was sworn in.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Wells, and asked that the exhibit book be entered into the record.   Judge White accepted it into the record.  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Weston to find Shannon Wright in violation.  The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Gallo to fine Shannon Wright 5% of the value of the work, and  administrative costs, if a license is obtained within 90days.  If not, the fine will be 10% plus administrative costs.  The Motion passed.   

b)
Shannon Wright, West Monroe, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Shannon Wright and asked if a representative was present.  No representative was present.  Ms. Laborde called Brent Templet, to the stand where he was sworn in.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Templet and asked that the exhibit book be entered into the record.   Judge White accepted it into the record.  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Weston to find Shannon Wright in violation.  The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Gallo to fine Shannon Wright 5% of the value of the work, and administrative costs, if a license is obtained within 90 days.  If not, the fine will be 10% plus administrative costs.  The Motion passed.  Mr. Gallo made a Motion to report Shannon Wright to the Plumbing Board, which was seconded by Mr. Weston.  The Motion passed.   
5.
a)
Bank Building Corporation d/b/a New Ground, Chesterfield, Missouri – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Bank Building Corporation d/b/a New Ground and asked if a representative was present.  Ms. Hughes presented the Board with a settlement offer.  A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to accept the offer. The Motion passed.   


b)
E & H Inc., LaPorte, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against E & H Inc., and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Shawn Hamilton appeared, was sworn in and entered a plea of no contest. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.   A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to dismiss the matter. The Motion passed.  

6.

Repipe-Texas, Inc., Houston, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Repipe-Texas, Inc. and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Brent Keller appeared, was sworn in and entered a plea of no contest. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.   A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to fine Repipe-Texas, Inc. administrative costs and to give 60 days to obtain a license. If no license is received within that time frame, the fine will be $1000.00 plus administrative costs.  The Motion passed.  

7. Prominent Systems, Inc., Houston, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).   
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Prominent Systems, Inc. and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Dan Indrasena appeared, was sworn in and entered a plea of no contest. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.   A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to fine Prominent Systems, Inc. $2,500.00, plus administrative costs and to give 90 days to obtain a license. If license is not license is received within that time frame, the fine will be $2500.00. The Motion passed.  

OLD BUSINESS


E.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/Continuance(s):

1.
a)
Arlin K. Dease, St. Francisville, Louisiana –   La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(5).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Arlin K. Dease and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Arlin Dease appeared, was sworn in and admitted the allegations. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.   Mr. Dease made a statement to the Board. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to fine Arlin K. Dease administrative costs only.  The Motion passed.  

b) John Moss, St. Francisville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against John Moss and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. John Moss appeared, was sworn in and admitted the allegations.  A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.   Mr. Moss made a statement to the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to fine John Moss administrative costs only.  The Motion passed.  

2.
Busted Knuckle Field Services, LLC, Paincourtville, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Busted Knuckle Field Services, LLC and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Patrick Jeansonne appeared, was sworn in, and asked for a continuance. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to continue the matter to the next commercial hearing date.  The Motion passed.  
F.
ACT 725 – SETTLEMENT OFFER(S):

1.
a)
Precision Steel Framing & Construction, L.L.C., Monroe, Louisiana – La R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).  




A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the offer.  
The Motion passed.  

b) Precision Steel Framing & Construction, LLC, Monroe, Louisiana – La R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).  



A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the offer.  



The Motion passed.  
G.
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:

1.
St. Tammany Homes, L.L.C., Abita Springs, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(5).

Ms. Bobbie Hughes presented the matter for reconsideration.  No representative was present.  A Motion was made by Weston which was seconded by Mr. Meredith to revoke the license of St. Tammany Homes, L.L.C.  The Motion passed.  
2.
Ernest Robert Blackwell, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2150–2192 and Sec. 115 (C) Rules and Regulations of the Board.
Ms. Hughes read the request for reconsideration on behalf of Ernest Robert Blackwell and asked if a representative was present. Mr. Jerry Herman, attorney appeared. Mr. Ernest Blackwell appeared, and was sworn in.   Ms. Laborde made a statement to the Board.  Mr. Herman made a statement to the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to deny the request.  Mr. Badeaux made a substitute Motion to reinstate the license of Ernest Robert Blackwell until January when the Judgment should be paid or annulled, which was seconded by Mr. Fenet, and to place him on probation.  Mr. Matt Thomey with the Hazard Grant Mitigation program made a statement to the Board.  A vote was taken and the Motion passed with three objections.   

3.
Ridgeway Construction Management, Inc., North Richland Hills, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).

Ms. Hughes read the request for reconsideration.  No representative was present.  A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Weston to deny the request.  The Motion passed.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Weston to amend to agenda to add Rendon Construction, L.L.C. d/b/a Rendon Home Elevation, L.L.C.  The Motion passed unanimously, upon voice vote.  

4. Rendon Construction, L.L.C. d/b/a Rendon Home Elevation, L.L.C., New Orleans, Louisiana – La R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158 (A)(3)(5)(9) and Sec. 109 (A) Rules and Regulations of the Board.
Ms. Hughes read the request for reconsideration on behalf of and asked if a representative was present. Mr. Brandon Rodgers, attorney appeared. Mr. Ramon Santos appeared, and was sworn in.   Ms. Laborde made a statement to the Board.  Mr. Rodgers made a statement to the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to let Rendon Construction, L.L.C. d/b/a Rendon Home Elevation, L.L.C remain on probation.  The Motion passed.  
H.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


1.
Report from the Staff 



Ms. Dupuy gave a brief report and informed the Board Members that they would be receiving 


information on ethics training.      


2.
Building Committee 


Mr. Graham had nothing to report.  


3.
Classification and Testing Committee



Mr. Weston will report at another time.


4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee 



Mr. Gallo had nothing to report.  

5.
Act 725 Committee 



Mr. Meredith had nothing to report.  


6.
Finance Committee 



Mr. Lambert made a Motion to accept the finances as presented, which was seconded by 



Mr. Fenet.  The Motion passed.  
7.
Residential Building Committee.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux to accept the Minutes and ratify all actions of the Residential Committee from the October 3, 2012 meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Lambert. The Motion passed. 
I.
Consideration of residential licensure applications, and home improvement registration applications as listed and attached to the agenda.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to approve the residential licensure applications.  The Motion passed.  


A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to approve the home improvement registrations.  The Motion passed.   

J.
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. 
A Motion was Mr. Fenet which was seconded by Mr. Weston made to accept the commercial licensure exemptions, except EE&G Disaster Recovery Services, LLC, EE&G restoration, LLC and Taylor Contracting and Roofing, Inc.  The Motion passed.   

K.    Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda.  
 

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the additional       
classifications.  The Motion passed.


L.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. 
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the additional classifications.  The Motion passed.

M.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 

· Pending All Requirements Being Met 
· Regular Commercial Applications  

A Motion was made Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Weston to approve the commercial 
applications.   The Motion passed.


The Attorney for EE&G Disaster recovery Services, LLC asked the Board to reconsider the denial of reciprocity for his client.  The Board advised him that Florida does not reciprocate with Louisiana and, therefore, his request for reconsideration was denied.  
ADJOURNMENT

A Motion was made by Mr. Fenet which was seconded by Mr. Weston to adjourn at 11:54.  The Motion passed.  




________________________________________________




Chairman




_________________________________________________




Secretary/Treasurer



2525 Quail Drive • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808 • (225) 765-2301 • Fax (225) 765-2431

www.lslbc.louisiana.gov 
Commercial Meeting Minutes – September 20, 2012

Page 5

