STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board Meeting MINUTES
January 19, 2012
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s office, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

 Members of the Board present:


Byron Talbot, Chairman


Vic Weston, Vice Chairman




 




Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux







William Clouatre

George L. Crain, Jr.







Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr. 







Courtney Fenet, Jr. 







August Gallo, Jr. 







Kenneth Jones 







Donald G. Lambert







Lee Mallett







Garland Meredith 







Christopher Stuart







Mr. Art O. Walker   

Mr. Danny Graham was absent. 

Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Stephanie Laborde, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Rebecca Johnson, Doug Traylor, Marc Jones, Kellie Prudhomme, Deborah Irwin, Bertha Jenkins, Lori Guthrie and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Director Brent Templet; Compliance Supervisor Lynwood Allemore; and Investigators, Carl Bourque, Chris Verges, Todd Brady, Charlie Pellegrin, Tommy Mimnaugh, Mark Williamson, Mark Mary, Marianne Sullivan, Frank Vaughn, and Johnny Rogers; and Heather Landry, recording the minutes.

Mr. Andy Dupuy led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Judge Darrell White gave the invocation. 

Judge Darrell White then introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A. A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Weston to accept 



the Minutes of the December 15, 2011 regular meeting.  The Motion passed. 

B. Mr. Michael McDuff introduced special guests, Mr. Bill Croft, Mr. Trent Hardin, Mr. Ken Naquin and newly hired investigator, Mr. Frank Vaughn. 
NEW BUSINESS

C.
QUALIFYING PARTY HEARING(S): 
1. A.M.E. Facility Services, Inc. Norco, Louisiana – Consideration of suspending or revoking Louisiana contractor’s license number 40794 since the qualifying party terminated employment with this firm and the firm has not replaced the qualifying party despite sixty (60) days elapsing.  La. R.S. 37:2156.1, Sec. 103 Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against A.M.E. Facility Services, Inc. and asked if there was a 
representative present.


There was no response.    


A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Weston to revoke the license of A.M.E. Facility Services, Inc.   The Motion passed.  
2.
Ambling Construction Company, LLC, Valdosta, Georgia – Consideration of suspending or revoking Louisiana contractor’s license number 43862 since the qualifying party terminated employment with this firm and the firm has not replaced the qualifying party despite sixty (60) days elapsing.  La. R.S. 37:2156.1, Sec. 103 Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Ambling Construction Company, LLC and asked if 
there was a representative present.


There was no response.    


A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Weston to revoke the license of Ambling Construction Company, LLC.   The Motion passed.  
3.
D.M.I. Tile & Marble, Inc., Birmingham, Alabama – Consideration of suspending or revoking Louisiana contractor’s license number 28210 since the qualifying party terminated employment with this firm and the firm has not replaced the qualifying party despite sixty (60) days elapsing.  La. R.S. 37:2156.1, Sec. 103 Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against D.M.I. Tile & Marble, Inc. and asked if there was a 
representative present.


There was no response.    


A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Weston to revoke the license of D.M.I. Tile & Marble, Inc. The Motion passed.  
4.
LRB Group, Inc. - Texas, Beaumont, Texas – Consideration of suspending or revoking Louisiana contractor’s license number 53019 since the qualifying party terminated employment with this firm and the firm has not replaced the qualifying party despite sixty (60) days elapsing.  La. R.S. 37:2156.1, Sec. 103 Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against LRB Group, Inc.  and asked if there was a representative 
present.


There was no response.    


A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Weston to revoke the license of LRB Group, Inc.  The Motion passed.  
5.
Preferred Tank & Tower, Inc., Evansville, Indiana – Consideration of suspending or revoking Louisiana contractor’s license number 52056 since the qualifying party terminated employment with this firm and the firm has not replaced the qualifying party despite sixty (60) days elapsing.  La. R.S. 37:2156.1, Sec. 103 Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Preferred Tank & Tower, Inc. and asked if there was 
a representative present.


There was no response.    


A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Weston to revoke the license of Preferred Tank & Tower, Inc.  The Motion passed.  
6. Specialty Services & Industrial Maintenance, Inc., Ragley, Louisiana – Consideration of suspending or revoking Louisiana contractor’s license number 52310 since the qualifying party terminated employment with this firm and the firm has not replaced the qualifying party despite sixty (60) days elapsing.  La. R.S. 37:2156.1, Sec. 103 Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Specialty Services & Industrial Maintenance, Inc. 
and asked if there was a representative present.


There was no response.    


A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Weston to revoke the license of Specialty Services & Industrial Maintenance, Inc.  The Motion passed.  
7.
Thomas Brand Siding Company, Inc., Bowling Green, Kentucky – Consideration of suspending or revoking Louisiana contractor’s license number 45041since the qualifying party terminated employment with this firm and the firm has not replaced the qualifying party despite sixty (60) days elapsing. La. R.S. 37:2156.1, Sec. 103 Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Thomas Brand Siding Company, Inc. and asked if 
there was a representative present.


There was no response.    


A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Weston to revoke the license of Thomas Brand Siding Company, Inc.  The Motion passed.  
D.
JUDGMENT HEARING(S):

1.
a)
Apex Constructors, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having an unpaid judgment which was rendered by the Justice of the Peace Court, Ward 3, District 2, Suit 11-07-27607, Parish of East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana, on September 2, 2011, holder of commercial contractor’s license number 28771 and residential contractor’s license number 81092.  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 115 (C) Rules and Regulations of the Board.


Continued until February meeting. 

b)
Apex Solutions USA, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having a unpaid judgment which was rendered by the 19th Judicial District Court, Suit 497263, Section 24, Parish of East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana, on July 11, 2007, holder of commercial contractor’s license number 44242 and residential contractor’s license number 87778.  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 115 (C) Rules and Regulations of the Board.


Continued until February meeting. 
2.
a)
Prime Construction, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having an unpaid judgment which was rendered by the Baton Rouge City Court, Suit 11-03375-A, Parish of East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana, on July 12, 2011, holder of commercial contractor’s license number 46705.  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 115 (C) Rules and Regulations of the Board.


Mr. Gallo recused himself. 

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Prime Construction, LLC and asked if there was a representative present.
There was no representative present.    
Ms. Teresa Cop appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor.

Ms. Laborde offered the Judgment, which was admitted into the record by Judge White.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to give Prime Construction, LLC 30 days to resolve or work out an arrangement to satisfy the Judgment.  If it is not satisfied within 30 days, the Board instructed the staff to immediately revoke the license of Prime Construction, LLC.   The Motion passed.


b)
Prime Construction, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having an unpaid judgment which was rendered by the 19th Judicial District Court, Suit 596496, Section 23, Parish of East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana, on July 20, 2011, holder of commercial contractor’s license number 46705.  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 115 (C) Rules and Regulations of the Board.


Mr. Gallo recused himself. 

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Prime Construction, LLC and asked if there was a representative present.
There was no representative present.    
Ms. Teresa Cop appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor.

Ms. Laborde offered the Judgment, which was admitted into the record by Judge White.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to give Prime Construction, LLC 30 days to resolve or work out an arrangement to satisfy the Judgment.  If it is not satisfied within 30 days, the Board instructed the staff to immediately revoke the license of Prime Construction, LLC.   The Motion passed.

3.
Edward E. Montz, Kentwood, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having an unpaid judgment which was rendered by the 16th Judicial District Court, Suit 115167, Division H, Parish of Iberia, State of Louisiana, on February 12, 2010, holder of commercial contractor’s license number 38148.  La. R.S. 37:2150 – 2192, Sec. 115 (C) Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Matter has been continued. 
e.  Compliance Hearing(S): 

1.
Olde Orleans Construction, Inc., Covington, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having problems relating to the ability of the contractor, its qualifying party, or any of its principal owners or principal shareholders to engage in the business of contracting, as demonstrated by their prior contracting business experience, at but not limited to, 2105 Haring Road ($120,200.00), Metairie, Louisiana, and 7395 Barataria Boulevard ($71,310.00), Marrero, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Olde Orleans Construction, Inc. and asked if a representative was present.  
Mr. James Chavin, appeared, was sworn in, and denied the allegations.            
Ms. Laborde called Mr. Carl Bourque, Investigator, to the stand.  

Mr. Bourque briefed the Board of his findings.     

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Bourque and asked that it be entered into the record.

Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  
Mr. Trent Hardin with the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program appeared and made a statement.  

Mr. James Chavin made a statement to the Board.  

Mr. Dupuy recused himself.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Lambert to dismiss the matter against Olde Orleans Construction, Inc.  The Motion passed.   
2.
Clesi Foundations L.L.C., Mandeville, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having problems relating to the ability of the contractor, its qualifying party, or any of its principal owners or principal shareholders to engage in the business of contracting, as demonstrated by their prior contracting business experience, at but not limited to, 158 Southwood Drive ($130,000.00), and 2955 Camellia Drive ($152,500.00), Slidell, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9). 
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Clesi Foundations L.L.C. and asked if a representative was present.  
Mr. Gerad Clesi, appeared, and was sworn in       
Ms. Laborde asked that the Board dismiss the 158 Southwood Drive matter. 

Mr. Dupuy recused himself.  

A  Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to dismiss the 158 Southwood Drive matter.  The Motion passed.       
Ms. Laborde called Mr. Mark Williamson, Investigator, to the stand.  

Mr. Williamson briefed the Board of his findings.     

Mr. Gerad Clesi made a statement to the Board.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to dismiss the 2955 Camellia Drive matter against Clesi Foundations L.L.C.  The Motion passed.   
3.
Celebrity Contractors, Inc., Harvey, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having problems relating to the ability of the contractor, its qualifying party, or any of its principal owners or principal shareholders to engage in the business of contracting, as demonstrated by their prior contracting business experience, at but not limited to, 700 Evergreen Drive ($135,000.00), Gretna, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).

Mr. Gallo recused himself. 


Mr. Dupuy recused himself.  

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Celebrity Contractors, Inc. and asked if a representative was present.  
Ms. Elaine Appleberry, attorney, appeared on behalf of Celebrity Contractors, Inc. 

Mr. Greg Husky, Owner of Celebrity Contractors, Inc. appeared, was sworn in, and denied the allegations.    

Ms. Laborde called Mr. Lynwood Allemore, Investigator, to the stand.  

Mr. Allemore briefed the Board of his findings.     

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Allemore, and asked that it be entered into the record.

Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  
Ms. Appleberry questioned Mr. Allemore.  

Ms. Appleberry questioned Mr. Greg Husky.  

Ms. Laborde questioned Mr. Husky.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Stuart to dismiss the matter.  There were 3 objections.  The Motion passed.   
4.
a)
Celebrity Contractors, Inc., Harvey, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having problems relating to the ability of the contractor, its qualifying party, or any of its principal owners or principal shareholders to engage in the business of contracting, as demonstrated by their prior contracting business experience, at but not limited to, 3845 Red Cedar ($156,515.00), Harvey, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).


Mr. Dupuy recused himself.


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Celebrity Contractors, Inc. and asked if a 
representative was present.  

Ms. Elaine Appleberry, attorney, appeared on behalf of Celebrity Contractors, Inc. 


Mr. Greg Husky, Owner of Celebrity Contractors, Inc. appeared, was sworn in, and denied the 
allegations.    

Ms. Laborde called Mr. Mark Williamson, Investigator, to the stand and he was sworn in.  


Mr. Williamson briefed the Board of his findings.     


Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Williamson, and asked that it be entered into 
the record.


Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  

Ms. Appleberry questioned Mr. Williamson.  


Ms. Laborde called Mr. Trent Hardin to the stand.  


Mr. Hardin made a statement to the Board.  


A Motion was made by Mr. Mallet which was seconded by Mr. Badeaux to find Celebrity 
Contractors, Inc. in violation.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Mallet which was seconded by Mr. Badeaux to revoke the license 
of Celebrity Contractors, Inc.   The Motion passed. 

b)
Benetech, L.L.C., Kenner, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for having problems relating to the ability of the contractor, its qualifying party, or any of its principal owners or principal shareholders to engage in the business of contracting, as demonstrated by their prior contracting business experience, at but not limited to, 3845 Red Cedar ($156,515.00), Harvey, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).


Mr. Dupuy recused himself.


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Benetech, L.L.C. and asked if a representative was 
present.  

Mr. Warren Horn, attorney, appeared on behalf of Benetech, L.L.C.  


Mr. William J. Bennett, Owner of Benetech, L.L.C. appeared, was sworn in, and denied the 
allegations.    

Ms. Laborde called Mr. Mark Williamson, Investigator, to the stand.   


Mr. Williamson briefed the Board of his findings.     


Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Williamson, and asked that it be entered into 
the record.


Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  

Mr. Horn questioned Mr. Williamson.  


Ms. Laborde called Mr. Trent Hardin to the stand.  


Mr. Hardin made a statement to the Board.  


Mr. Horn questioned Mr. Hardin.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Mallet which was seconded by Mr. Badeaux to find Benetech, 
L.L.C. in violation.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Mallet which was seconded by Mr. Badeaux to revoke the license 
of Benetech, L.L.C. The Motion passed.  
5.
a)
Dooley and Mack Constructors of Texas, L.P., Lewisville, Texas - Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed contractor to perform work, at but not limited to, Rooms To Go project ($3,383,000.00), 3550 Ambassador Caffery Parkway, Lafayette, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Dooley and Mack Constructors of Texas, L.P. and asked if a representative was present.  
Mr. Nathan Crawford, appeared on behalf of Dooley and Mack Constructors of Texas, L.P and was sworn in.

Mr. Crawford presented the Board with a settlement offer.         
A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Badeaux to accept the settlement offer presented by Dooley and Mack Constructors of Texas, L.P. and to impose a six month probationary period.    The Motion passed.   

b)
Dan’s Glass Company, San Antonio, Texas - Consideration of an alleged violation for acting as a contractor to perform work without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Rooms To Go project ($272,022.75), 3550 Ambassador Caffery Parkway, Lafayette, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Dan’s Glass Company and presented the Board with a settlement offer.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the settlement offer presented by Dan’s Glass Company.   The Motion passed.  
6.
a)
Pride Construction, LLC, Collierville, Tennessee – Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a multiple contracts with multiple unlicensed contractors to perform work, at but not limited to, Hampton Inn & Suites project ($9,213,448.00), 462 Lafayette Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Pride Construction, LLC and presented the Board with a settlement offer.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Jones which was seconded by Mr. Mallet to accept the offer.  The Motion passed.  
b) CW & Sons, LLC, Lugoff, South Carolina – Consideration of an alleged violation for acting as a contractor to perform work without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Hampton Inn & Suites project ($717,000.00), 462 Lafayette Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against CW & Sons, LLC and asked if a representative was 


present.  



Mr. Carl Williams, appeared on behalf of CW & Sons, LLC, was sworn in, and entered a plea of no contest.  


A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea.  


Mr. Williams made a statement to the Board.  



A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith to fine CW & Sons, LLC $1,000.00 plus court costs which was seconded by Mr. Gallo.  The Motion passed.  

c)
Carolina Railing, LLC, Salisbury, North Carolina – Consideration of an alleged violation for acting as a contractor to perform work without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Hampton Inn & Suites project ($80,000.00), 462 Lafayette Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Carolina Railing, LLC and presented the Board with a settlement offer.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the settlement offer presented by Carolina Railing, LLC.   The Motion passed.  
c) Serenity House Cabinets, Inc., Ferrum, Virginia – Consideration of an alleged violation for acting as a contractor to perform work without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Hampton Inn & Suites project ($104,563.00), 462 Lafayette Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Serenity House Cabinets, Inc. and asked if a representative was present.  
No representative was present.  
Ms. Laborde called Ms. Marianne Sullivan, Investigator, to the stand.  

Ms. Sullivan briefed the Board of her findings.     

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Ms. Sullivan and asked that it be entered into the record.

Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy which was seconded by Mr. Stewart to find Serenity House Cabinets, Inc. in violation.  The Motion passed.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Weston to fine Serenity House Cabinets, Inc. 10% plus court costs.  The Motion passed.  

e)
Commercial Glass Fabrications, Big Cove, Alabama – Consideration of an alleged violation for acting as a contractor to perform work without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Hampton Inn & Suites project ($58,000.00), 462 Lafayette Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Commercial Glass Fabrications and asked if a 


representative was present.  



Mr. Phillip Riley, appeared on behalf of Commercial Glass Fabrications, was sworn in, and entered a plea of no contest.  



A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea.  



Mr. Riley made a statement to the Board.  



A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith to fine Commercial Glass Fabrications court costs only which was seconded by Mr. Gallo.  The Motion passed.  
7.
a)
Sam Istre Construction, Inc., Lake Charles, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into contract with an unlicensed contractor to perform work, at but not limited to, Ground Support Equipment Building project ($675,000.00), Lake Charles, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Sam Istre Construction, Inc. and informed the 


Board of a settlement offer. 


A Motion was made by Mr. Mallet which was seconded by Mr. Fenet to accept the offer from Sam Istre Construction, Inc.  The Motion passed.     

b)
Quality Overhead Doors, Lake Charles, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for acting as a contractor to perform work without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Ground Support Equipment Building project ($63,189.00), Lake Charles, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Quality Overhead Doors and asked if a 



representative was present.  



Mr. Scott Helms, appeared on behalf of Quality Overhead Doors, was sworn in, and entered a plea of no contest.  



A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Fenet to accept the plea.  



Ms. Laborde called Mr. Mark Mary, Investigator to the stand where he was sworn in.



Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit package with Mr. Mary, and asked that it be entered into the record. 

Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  


Mr. Helms made a statement to the Board.  



A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Meredith to fine Quality Overhead Doors court costs only.  The Motion passed.  
8.
a)
ICI Construction, Inc., Addison, Texas – Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed contractor to perform work, at but not limited to,  Chateau Mirage Apartments project ($378,745.00), Lafayette, Louisiana. La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against ICI Construction, Inc. and informed the 



Board of a settlement offer. 


A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the offer from ICI Construction, Inc. The Motion passed.     
b) S & A Construction, LLC d/b/a S & A Construction and Landscaping, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract in the “unlicensed name” on the Chateau Mirage Apartments project ($378,745.00), Lafayette, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2192, Sec. 109 Rules and Regulations of the Board.


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against S & A Construction, LLC d/b/a S & A 



Construction and Landscaping, LLC and asked if a representative was present.  



Mr. Cedric Smith, appeared on behalf of S & A Construction, LLC d/b/a S & A Construction and Landscaping, LLC, was sworn in, and denied the allegations.   



Ms. Laborde called Mr. Tommy Mimnaugh, Investigator, to the stand where he was sworn in.



Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit package with Mr. Mimnaugh, and asked that it be entered into the record. 

Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record.  


Mr. Smith made a statement to the Board.  



A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Stuart to dismiss the allegations against S & A Construction, LLC d/b/a S & A Construction and Landscaping, LLC.  The Motion passed.  
9.
Chad Cruce d/b/a Cruce Roustabout Service, Lindsay, Oklahoma – Consideration of an alleged violation for acting as a contractor to perform work without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Lisbon Pettit Sand Unit project for Linn Energy, 1301 Tenneco Road ($50,797.70), Lisbon, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Chad Cruce d/b/a Cruce Roustabout Service and 
informed the Board of a settlement offer. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Jones to accept the offer from Chad Cruce d/b/a Cruce Roustabout Service. The Motion passed.     
10. MADR Plumbing, LLC, Prairieville, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for acting as a contractor to perform plumbing work without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Sports Clips project ($11,800.00), Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against MADR Plumbing, LLC and asked if a representative was 
present.  


Mr. Randy Lee, appeared on behalf of MADR Plumbing, LLC, was sworn in, and entered a plea of no contest.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea.   

Mr. Lee made a statement to the Board.  


A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to fine MADR Plumbing, LLC $500.00 (Act 725).  The Motion passed.  
F.
ACT 725 – SETTLEMENT OFFER(S):
1.
a)
Jerry Kachel Builder, Inc., Spring, Texas – Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed plumbing contractor, at but not limited to, Taco Bell project ($300,000.00), Moss Bluff, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4). 


A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept.  The Motion passed.     

b)
Advantage Plumbing, LLC, Lake Charles, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for bidding and/or contracting to perform plumbing work without a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, Taco Bell project ($25,447.00), Moss Bluff, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).


A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept.  The Motion passed.     
2.
Comanche Contractors, L.P., Houston, Texas – Consideration of an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed mechanical contractor, at but not limited to, Burlington Coat Factory project ($151,900.00), Lafayette, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).

A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept.  The Motion passed.     

G.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/Continuance(s):
1.
a)
Mickey Jerome Lewis, Choudrant, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for permitting your contractor’s license to be used by another when the other contractor does not hold a license for the classification of work for which the contract is entered, at but not limited to,  2719 Martha Street ($82,158.31), Simsboro, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(5).


Item continued until the February meeting. 

b)
Scott Van Buren d/b/a Pyramid Construction, Ruston, Louisiana – Consideration of an alleged violation for acting as a contractor to perform work without possessing a Louisiana State contractor’s license, at but not limited to, 2719 Martha Street ($82,158.31), Simsboro, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).


Item continued until the February meeting. 
H.
COMPLIANCE REHEARING:
1.
The Cumberland Investment Group, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana  - On November 17, 2011, the Board considered an alleged violation for having problems relating to the ability of the contractor, its qualifying party, or any of its principal owners or principal shareholders to engage in the business of contracting, as demonstrated by their prior contracting business experience, at but not limited to, 1016 Farrington Drive, Marrero, Louisiana; 2816 Judith Drive, 4832 Kawanee Avenue, 2308 North Cumberland Street, and 713 North Wilson Street, Metairie, Louisiana; and 1320 Mendez Street,  New Orleans, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).

Decision & Civil Penalty Assessed at the November 17, 2011 Commercial Board: 

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to find The Cumberland Investment Group, LLC in violation.  The Motion passed.  Mr. Weston withdrew his Motion, which was accepted by the Board.  After some additional discussion, a second Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to find The Cumberland Investment Group, LLC in violation.  The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to impose a fine of $2000, six months of supervised probation and court costs.  The Motion passed.  

Ms. Hughes read the prior findings against The Cumberland Investment Group, LLC.  


Mr. Ryan Casteix, attorney, appeared on behalf of The Cumberland Investment Group, LLC.  


Mr. Casteix made a statement to the Board.   


A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert to waive the penalties previously accessed to The Cumberland Investment Group, LLC. and to lift the probation which was seconded by Mr. Gallo.  The Motion passed.  
I.
Request for RECONSIDERATION:

1.
Joe Picard, Inc., Breaux Bridge, Louisiana – On December 15, 2011, the Board considered an alleged violation for entering into a contract with an unlicensed contractor to perform work, at but not limited to, JMI Manufacturing project ($698,512.00), Broussard, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4).

Decision & Civil Penalty Assessed at the December 15, 2011 Commercial Board: 

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Meredith to find Joe Picard, Inc. in violation.  The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Stuart which was seconded by Mr. Walker to fine Joe Picard, Inc. $1000.00 plus court costs.  The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Stuart which was seconded by Mr. Weston to reopen the matter for reconsideration.   The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Stuart which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to fine Joe Picard, Inc. $1000.00, court costs and a 3 month probationary period.  The Motion passed.

Ms. Hughes read the prior findings against Joe Picard, Inc.  


Mr. Cody Stelly, attorney, and Mr. Joe Picard, appeared on behalf of Joe Picard, Inc.      

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston to fine Joe Picard, Inc. $1000.00 plus court costs, and to lift the probation that was previously accessed which was seconded by Mr. Gallo.  The Motion passed.  
2.
a)
The Olympic Group, L.L.C., Metairie, Louisiana – On September 15, 2011, the Board considered an alleged violation for the licensed contractor bids a project within the scope of this act, and is awarded the contract, is unable or refuses to provide bonding and insurance coverage as required by the proposal bid for the execution of the project, the awarding authority or owner may file a complaint with the board. The Board shall investigate such complaint and if after due hearing, may discipline the licensee for the Paintcourtville Volunteer Fire Department project located in Paintcourtville, Louisiana. LA R. S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 1111 (A) Rules and Regulations of the Board.

Decision & Civil Penalty Assessed at the September 15, 2011 Commercial Board: 


A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Jones to dismiss the matter against MAURICE ROY HURST AND THE OLYMPIC GROUP, LLC. The Motion failed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Weston to find MAURICE ROY HURST AND THE OLYMPIC GROUP, LLC. in violation. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to fine MAURICE ROY HURST AND THE OLYMPIC GROUP, LLC. court costs and 6 months probation. The Motion passed.


Ms. Hughes read the prior findings against The Olympic Group, L.L.C. and their failure to 


comply with the Board’s instructions. 



 Mr. Todd Hebert, attorney, appeared on behalf of The Olympic Group, L.L.C.     

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston to implement at new probationary period 
beginning 1/19/2012 which includes the receipt of a Declaratory Judgment which was 
seconded by Mr. Meredith.  The Motion passed.  
b) The Olympic Group, L.L.C., Metairie, Louisiana – On October 20, 2011, the Board considered an alleged violation for the disqualified or debarred by the Parish of Assumption from the Paintcourtville Volunteer Fire Department project in Paintcourtville, Louisiana. La. R.S. 37:2158, (A)(10).
Decision & Civil Penalty Assessed at the October 20, 2011 Commercial Board: 

A Motion was made by Mr. Stuart and was seconded by Mr. Lambert to defer the Hearing until the court proceedings are complete. The probation period is to remain in effect. The Motion passed.


Ms. Hughes read the prior findings against The Olympic Group, L.L.C. and their failure to 


comply with the Board’s instructions. 



 Mr. Todd Hebert, attorney, appeared on behalf of The Olympic Group, L.L.C.     

 A Motion was made by Mr. Weston to implement at new probationary period 
beginning 1/19/2012 which includes the receipt of a Declaratory Judgment which was 
seconded by Mr. Meredith.  The Motion passed.  
3.
Pelican Shoring, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – On September 15, 2011, the Board considered an alleged violation for problems relating to the ability of the contractor, its qualifying party, or any of its principal owners or principal shareholders to engage in the business of contracting, as demonstrated by their prior contracting business experience, at but not limited to, 10821 Dreaux Avenue and 5629 Rosemary Place, New Orleans, Louisiana. LA R.S. 37: 2158 (A)(9).
Decision & Civil Penalty Assessed at the September 15, 2011 Commercial Board: 

A Motion was made by Mr. Stuart and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to find Pelican Shoring, LLC in violation, and to access court costs and 120 days of probation. The Motion passed.
Mr. Dupuy recused himself. 


Ms. Hughes read the prior findings against Pelican Shoring, LLC and their failure to 

comply with the Board’s instructions. 


      Mr. Jon Steele, attorney, appeared on behalf of Pelican Shoring, LLC. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston to continue the probationary period which was seconded by Mr. Meredith.  The Motion passed.  
4.
J.A.C. Builders, L.L.C., New Orleans, Louisiana – On September 15, 2011, the Board considered of an alleged violation for problems relating to the ability of the contractor, its qualifying party, or any of its principal owners or principal shareholders to engage in the business of contracting, as demonstrated by their prior contracting business experience, at but not limited to, 10320 Heritage Drive and 10340 Heritage Drive, New Orleans, Louisiana. La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9).

Decision & Civil Penalty Assessed at the September 15, 2011 Commercial Board: 

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Lambert to find J.A.C. Builders, LLC in violation, and to assess court costs and 120 days of probation. The Motion passed. 

Ms. Hughes read the prior findings against J.A.C. Builders, L.L.C. and their failure to 

comply with the Board’s instructions. 


      Mr. John Clark, appeared on behalf of J.A.C. Builders, L.L.C. 


Ms. Saundra Smith, homeowner, was also present.  

Mr. Lynwood Allemore, investigator, appeared, was sworn in, and made a statement to the Board.  


The Board asked that Mr. Allemore report back in 30 days to give a report.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Mr. Meredith to impose a 120 day probationary period J.A.C. Builders, L.L.C. If the probationary requirements are not met, the license of J.A.C. Builders, L.L.C will be revoked.  The Motion passed.  
5.
C & C General Contractors, Miss. Inc., Harvey, Louisiana – On October 20, 2011, the Board considered an alleged violation for permitting its contractor’s license to be used by another contractor, at but not limited to, 2801 Holiday Drive and 4718 Perelli Drive, New Orleans, Louisiana. La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(5).

Decision & Civil Penalty Assessed at the October 20, 2011 Commercial Board: 

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea. The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to fine C&C General Contractors, Miss. Inc. $1000.00 per project, court costs, and six months’ probation.  The Motion passed.

Ms. Hughes read the prior findings against. C & C General Contractors, Miss. Inc. and their 
failure to comply with the Board’s instructions. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to grant the request for 
reconsideration.  The Motion passed.  


A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to revoke the license 
of C & C General Contractors, Miss. Inc.  The Motion passed.  
J.
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF DENIAL for RESIDENTIAL LICENSure:


1. 
Evans Custom Homes, LLC, 23271 Jarrell Road, Abita Springs, Louisiana 70420 - On October 20, 2011, the Board declined the approval for residential licensure.


Mr. Doug Traylor presented the Board with the request for reconsideration.  



Mr. Leo Prange, attorney, appeared on behalf of Evans Custom Homes, LLC and made a statement to the Board.  


A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Fenet to allow Evans Designer Homes, LLC the ability to renew their license.  The Motion passed.  

K.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


1.
Report from the Staff

Ms. Dupuy informed the Board of the rule changes and the final publication  date.  

2.
Building Committee 


No report. 

3.
Classification and Testing Committee 


Mr. Weston informed the Board that the committee had met and Mr. Dupuy 




would give a report. 


4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee – Mr. Gallo



Mr. Gallo had nothing to report.

5. Act 725 Committee 

Mr. Meredith had nothing to report. 


6.
Finance Committee  


A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert to accept the financial report as submitted.  Mr. Gallo 


seconded the Motion.  The Motion passed. 

7.
Residential Building Committee – Mr. Weston

Mr. Weston made a Motion to accept and ratify the actions of the Residential Committee from the

January 4, 2012 meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre. The Motion passed

L.
Consideration of residential licensure applications, home improvement registration applications, 


and residential licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda.  (Pages 8-11) 

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Gallo that the applications for residential licensure be approved pending all requirements being met.
 (Page 8).  The Motion passed.  



A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Gallo that the applications for home improvement registrations be approved pending all requirements being met.  The Motion passed.  


A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to approve the residential 
exemptions and the applications pending all requirements being met.   The Motion passed.  
M.
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 13-15)

A Motion was made by Mr. Fenet and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the commercial licensure 
exemptions.   The Motion passed.  

N.
Consideration of mold remediation applications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 17)

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Weston to approve the mold applications.  
The Motion passed.
O.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 19-20)

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the additional 
classifications.  The Motion passed.

P.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 
· Pending All Requirements Being Met (Pages 22-25)
· Regular Commercial Applications  (Pages 26-27)
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Weston to approve the commercial applications be approved pending all requirements being met.  The Motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Weston to adjourn.  The Motion passed.  

The meeting adjourned at 1:18 p.m.

Chairman

Secretary/Treasurer
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