Minutes

Louisiana Committee of Certification

May 26, 2011
Department of Health and Hospitals 

Shreveport, Louisiana

Meeting was called to order at 10:07 am.  

ROLL CALL:

A. Determination of Quorum.

Committee Members in attendance:  
Craig Gautreaux (Chairman), Bryan Kauffer, Grant Magnon, Tom Owens, and Henry Templet. 

Committee Members Absent:

David Wittner, Mayor Glenn Brasseaux, Dennis McGehee and 
      Jake Causey.

A quorum was achieved.   

Recognition of Visitors and Others:

DHH-OPH staff in attendance was Dinah Millet.  
Visitors were  Doil Nelson, Jr.,  Curtis Davis, Steven Barras, Zach Raley, J.W. Hellums, Jr., Greg Shelden, Barbara Monroe, Jerry Baker, David Booth, Jon Townsend, Tom Walton (LA Conference) and Pat Credeur (LRWA).
B. Announcements:  There were no announcements.
MINUTES:

The minutes from the December 2, 2010 meeting were distributed and reviewed.  Motion to accept was made by Henry Templet, second by Bryan Kauffer.  Minutes were approved.  
The meeting scheduled for March 14, 2011 was not held because of a lack of a  

quorum.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:

No report given
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

Education Alternatives:
Dinah Millet reported that the 2002 revision of the Operator Certification Rule requires the operators to submit a copy of their high school diploma or GED to the Operator Certification office before they can get certified or upgrade their level of certification.  Since that time, it has been a policy of the Operator Certification Office to require that the high school diploma or GED be issued by a school that is recognized by the Department of Education in the state in which the diploma or GED was issued.  The Louisiana Department of Education as well as the Department of Education in many other states does not recognize GEDs or diplomas issued by online courses or schools. Therefore, based on this policy, the Operator Certification office has refused to issue certification to individuals because they presented a GED or diploma from a school that was not recognized by the Department of Education.  This matter is being brought to the committee because an individual appealed the decision not to issue certification because his diploma was issued by an online high school.  Since this is an issue that affects many other potential operators and distance learning programs have become increasingly popular and in 2010 Louisiana passed Act # 677 which requires state & local government to accept home school diplomas, it may be time to review the current policy.  Dinah made a request to the Committee to form an education committee to research and review data pertaining to this issue and report the findings to Committee of Certification.  

After much discussion, the Chairman appointed Pat Credeur and Barbara Monroe to serve with him on the education committee. A report will be made to the Committee of Certification at the meeting in July 2011.

TRAINING OFFICER’S REPORT

Steve Hoss was not present at the meeting so Dinah Millet gave the training report.

The Operator Certification office has administered 4 exams in 2011.  

587 operators took 1,192 exams with an overall pass rate of 53.5%. 

      The water test with the highest pass rate is the water production 2 (69%)

      The water test with the lowest pass rate is the water distribution 1 (27%)
      The wastewater test with the highest pass rate is the wastewater collection 4 (88%)

      The wastewater test with the lowest pass rate is the wastewater treatment 4 (43%)

      The next exam will be held in Chalmette in June.  It is a Closed Exam.  We have over      

      200 – 250 operators approved to take the exam that day.

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

       Jake Causey was not present.  There was no report given.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

      The Chairman of the Committee of Certification called for an Executive Session.

      Henry Templet made the motion, second by Tom Owens, motion passed.   
REGULAR SESSION RECONVENED 
      Tom Owens made a motion to set up a hearing for Mr. John Pruett and Mr.        

      Mario Papadopoulos at some time in the future with the DHH attorney at which time   

      the Committee will determine if disciplinary action is necessary.  Henry Templet     

      second the motion.  Motion passed. 
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 11:22 am.  
The next Committee of Certification meeting will be on Monday, July 18, 2011 at     

2:00pm at the LRWA conference in Alexandria.  The meeting will be held in a  

training room in the Alexander Fulton Hotel at the Riverfront Center.  
