








Approved on July 31, 2008
LOUISIANA RICE PROMOTION BOARD (LARPB)
MEETING MINUTES

July 2, 2008
A meeting of the Louisiana Rice Promotion Board was held on July 2, 2008 at the LSU Rice Research Station.

Officers and Members Present: Damian Bollich, Kevin Berken, Jimmy Hoppe, Robert Thevis, and Wayne Zaunbrecher
Officers and Members Not Present: J.C. Griffin, Mindy Hetzel, Glenray Trahan and Ed Wild.
Staff Present: Randy Jemison, Nicole Broussard, Roy Johnson and Scott Privat
Others Present:  Greg Durand, Jeff Durand, Steve Gibbs (via conference call), Don Molino and Michael Hudson
Call to order, certification of a quorum, agenda review, approval of June 28, 2007 minutes and opening comments.

Prior to the LARPB meeting the board met jointly LA Rice Research Board (LARRB) to discuss issues with collection of assessments, via the memorandum of understanding with USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation, on rice placed under loan.  Roy Johnson and John Smith of the LA Department of Ag & Forestry (LADAF) stated that rice placed under loan for the 2007-08 marketing year was assessed  three cents for rice promotion and three cents for rice research and that the total assessments had been deposited in the LARPB account.  They acknowledged that rice research assessments should have been made at a rate of 5 cents per hundred weight, noted that they had rectified the error with CCC for all future assessments and stated that all but approximately $1500 of rice research funds deposited in the LARPB account had been transferred to the LARRB account with the remaining funds to be transferred in the coming months.

Johnson further noted that some rice merchants in the north part of the state had not verified that research and promotion assessments had been made by CCC and held the assessments out a second time.  Merchants in the south did note that check off assessments were made by CCC but that research assessments were made at three cents rather than 5 cents.  Those merchants correctly held out the additional two cents.

The joint boards requested the LA Department of Ag & Forestry send letters to all rice merchants, mills, brokers and others processing settlements on rice sales alerting them to the fact that rice placed under loan with CCC will have research and promotion assessments made at the time of loan and that the assessments are noted on the loan release document.  Johnson agreed that the department would send the letters as requested.

The joint boards also discussed the new LA ethics legislation requiring financial disclosure for board members.  The new legislation was signed into law on June 26, 2008 and board members were notified that if they did not intend to satisfy the requirements they must resign by June 30, 2008.  Otherwise, they would be required to make financial disclosure before May 15, 2009. The joint board discussions were then terminated and each board began their scheduled meeting. 
Chairman Berken called the LARPB meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. and certified that a quorum was present.  He presented the agenda to the members for review.  


MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Bollich 

To accept the agenda as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Thevis
To accept the minutes of the June 28, 2007 as mailed.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Louisiana Department of Ag & Forestry (LADAF) Report
Roy Johnson gave a brief update on LADAF rice promotion assessments stating that collections for the period July 2007 through June 2008 totaled $762,595 with expenses for collection through May at $12,000 with a total paid to the promotion board of $750,595.  He noted that LADAF’s payment to LARPB for June 2008 collections would be $43,930.

Following Johnson’s presentation of the LADAF financials the board reiterated their intent to continue to maintain the memorandum of understanding with CCC allowing promotion assessments to be collected at the time rice is placed under government loan and that this was necessary to ensure that the assessments be made on rice forfeited under such loans.

 MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Bollich

To reaffirm LARPB’s desire that the rice promotion assessments continue to be

made by CCC, via the memorandum of understanding, at the time rice is place

under government loan and that three cents per hundredweight be assessed for 

promotion and five cents per hundredweight be assessed for research.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
LARPB Financial Report 
Nicole Broussard, CPA with Broadhurst, Hamilton & Co., rendered the LARPB financial report noting that for the year ending June 30, 2008 assessments totaled $762,595 as compared to $574,790 for the year ending June 30, 2007.  Broussard noted that expenses for the year ending June 30, 2008 totaled $586,421, which included payments to USA Rice Council of $716,000.  She noted that the current assets totaled $70,708.
Broussard stated actual receipts and expenses for the year ending June 30, 2008 varied more than 5% from those budgeted, which necessitated the need to amend the budget.  She presented an amended budget that included revenues of $762,595 and expenses of $760,796 with an excess of revenue over expenses of $1799.
MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Zaunbrecher
To accept the amended budget as presented by Broussard
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Jemison noted that there was an annually recurring charge of $55 for rental of a safe deposit box at First Bank of Crowley.  He noted that at the board’s direction he had inspected the box and found that it contained the results of a past referendum and recommended that the board retrieve the contents of the box and cancel the rental of the box, reasoning that all referendum results are now maintained by the LSU Rice Research Station in Crowley.  Broussard stated that she had just renewed the rental on the box. 

MOTION by Thevis, Second by Bollich


To cancel rental contract for the safe-deposit box with First Bank at the next rental 

renewal date.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Develop 2008-09 Budget

The board entered into a discussion of expected planted acreage and yields for the 2008-09 rice crop and agreed to develop the year ending June 30, 2009 budget based on 410,000 planted acres yielding approximately 5800 pounds per acre.  The board then proposed a year ending June 30, 2009 budget that included $714,000 in receipts with expenses of $703,000; including dues to the USA Rice Producers Group of $10,680, in-state promotion projects of $30,000 and payments to the USA Rice Council of $641,415.

MOTION by Zaunbrecher; Second by Hoppe
To accept the 2008-09 budget as developed by the board.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Act on 2008-09 Contracts

Scott Privat presented the contracts between the LARPB and Broadhurst, Hamilton & Co., Kenneth O. Privat, USA Rice Council, and USA Rice Producers’ Group.
MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Thevis
To renew 2008-09 contracts including: Broadhurst, Hamilton & Co. for an annual payment of $2000; Kenneth O. Privat for $1000;  USA Rice Council with set payment limits of not less than $400,000 or more than $1,000,000; and USA Rice Producers Group that includes annual fees not to exceed $20,000.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

USA Rice Federation and USA Rice Council Financial Reports

Jemison presented copies of the financial reports to the board.  Due to time constraints the board agreed to review the reports following the meeting and to contact Jemison with any questions.

In-State Promotion Projects
LA Agri-News Network Radio Proposals

Chairman Berken called on Don Molino and Michael Hudson of LA Network to present proposals for in-state rice promotion radio campaigns.

Hudson proposed: 

· Option one, which included 12 thirty second commercials Monday through Saturday from 6:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. on LA Network’s full state Network (53 radio stations) at a cost of $5100. 

· Option two, which included a two week advertising campaign with 17 thirty second commercials Monday through Saturday from 6:00 a.m. -7:00 p.m. on LA Network’s full state network (47 radio stations) for a cost of $5200.
MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Zaunbrecher
To accept option one of the LA Network proposal and to direct Jemison to coordinate with Don Molino of LA Network to update scripts used in 2007.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

“LA Rice Awesome” Project

Steve Gibbs of Tag Team Global joined the meeting via conference call.

Jemison provided mock ups of the educational resource booklet and asked the board for comments.  The board appeared pleased with the document but offered several, mostly typographical edits.  The board directed Jemison to coordinate with Gibbs to incorporate the changes. 

Chairman Berken noted that much of the review and initial edits to the document were done in coordination with an ad hoc teacher review panel that included Arlene Heinen, Mona Miller, and Lynda Danos. 

Gibbs updated the board on the status of the project including where we are on the original estimate.  He then outlined the next steps and proposed a public relations campaign to raise the public’s awareness and goodwill for the project and the rice industry in general.
MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Zaunbrecher
To accept the Tag Team public relations proposal not to exceed $10,200.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION by Bollich; Second by Thevis

To provide Arlene Heinen, Mona Miller, and Lynda Danos each with a $75.00 gift certificate to a restaurant in Lake Charles in appreciation of their work on the “LA Rice Awesome” project.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Jemison then noted that LARPB does not currently have a logo and that one is needed for the educational resource as well as for other needs.  He then provided the board with three mockups of proposed logos.

MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Zaunbrecher 

To adopt option three of the logo mockups as pictured below and directed staff to coordinate with Tag Team Global to switch the order of the words to have Louisiana  appear at the top of the text.
[image: image1.emf]
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

LA 5-K Rice Run

Jemison reported that Mindy Hetzel has requested support from the board for the 2008 National Rice Month 5K Rice Run.
MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Zaunbrecher

To support the NRM 5K Rice Run with a sponsorship of up to $1000 and to direct the 
organizers of the event to prominently display the newly-adopted logo on all event 
publicity and signage.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
LA Seafood Promotion Legislative Event
Jemison reported on the board’s participation in the May 20, 2008 Seafood legislative promotion event.  Jemison noted that the board had originally agreed to join the LA Catfish Farmers Association and the LA Crawfish Promotion Board in a noon event to be held for legislators on the grounds of the governor’s mansion.  However, LADAF personnel stated that the noon event was declining in attendance and suggested that the sponsorship would be better used at a proposed LA Seafood promotion event to be held in the evening at the State Museum in which catfish and crawfish would also be participating.  Roy Johnson then reported that the catfish/crawfish noon event had been cancelled.
Jemison noted that the sponsorship was ultimately used to participate in the Seafood Promotion evening event.

Board member Bollich attended the event and reported that in his opinion LARPB should have received more exposure than it did for the $1000 sponsorship.
MOTION by Bollich; Second by Zaunbrecher
To allocate up to $2000 for use in sponsorship of LA legislative promotion events in the 2008-09 fiscal year. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Election of Officers and Education Liaison on Ethics 

Chairman Berken noted that the new appointments to the board had not been made by the Governor and that the law indicates that board members continue to serve until replaced.  Berken recommended that election of officers and the ethics liaison be postponed until the new board is seated.
MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Bollich
To reelect by acclamation the full slate of officers including Kevin Berken, chairman; J. C. Griffin, vice-chairman; and Wayne Zaunbrecher, secretary/treasurer;  and, to reappoint Ed Wild as the LARPB representative to the LA Rice Producers’ Group; to reappoint Kenneth Privat as ethics liaison and to hold new elections when new appointments to the board are complete.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Bollich

To direct Kenneth Privat, LARPB ethics liaison, to coordinate individually with 

board members to ensure that each one makes timely and accurate financial

disclosure as prescribed by the recently passed LA ethics legislation.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:43 p.m.
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