LOUISIANA STATE

WRESTLING & BOXING COMMISSION
MINUTES
JANUARY 4, 2023
CAPITAL BUILDING, BATON ROUGE

1) ATTENDEES:  
BUDDY EMBANATO (B.E.)   
JAMES (JIMBO) STEVENSON (J.S.) 

JOHN GREEN, JR. (J.G.) 
DR. THOMAS FERGUSON (T.F.) – Absent, Medical

HAROLD WILLIAMS (H.W.) – Absent, Medical
ORAY ROGERS (O.R.) – via video
JAMES BRENNAN (J.B.) 

ELMO BOUDREAUX – DEP. COMMISSIONER (E.B.)
RICKY NORRIS – DEP. COMMISSIONER (R.N.)
ADDIE FIELDS (A.F.) - ACCTG – via video
2) APPROVAL OF MINUTES & FINANCIAL REPORT:


Due to timing of January meeting, these reports are deferred until February meeting.
3) INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:
Matt Lancie:  representing Perry Hawkhurst for Class B wrestling promoter license renewal.
Michael Beadle: Class B wrestling promoter license renewal.

Michael Boudreaux: Class B wrestling promoter license renewal.

4) RENEWALS/APPLICATIONS:
Matt Lancie: following issues were discussed with this renewal:

· Mr. Hawxhurst should appear personally and not send a representative especially due to 2022 violation.

· Although 2022 violation punishment was satisfied, Class B renewals are not a given due to lack of trust and self-reporting issue. The only oversight of Class B events are the promoters themselves and must be the most trustworthy.
· Commission denies renewal of Class B renewal and suggests Mr. Hawxhurst apply for a Class A license and request a hearing about the Class B license non-renewal.

· JG reviewed Class B statutes and stressed importance of following them.

· Matt can apply for a Class A license today for event schedule for 1/21 already approved; send JG request for Class B hearing if wanted.
Michael Boudreaux:  also a 2022 violator with satisfied requirements to continue.  Issues discussed:

· Did not self-report an alleged show injury (seen via videos) with a female wrestler and Mike Beadle was hurt and it wasn’t reported. M. Boudreaux denies knowledge of both injuries. Girl’s reported injury may have been part of the “show.”

· Difficult to promote and oversee show and also be a wrestler; must have help to oversee details that perhaps weren’t personally witnessed by him.

· JG again reviews injury reporting rules and stresses the importance of trust and possible liability for promoters.

· M. Beadle testifies that he went to doctor day after event as his head got jammed at the event; all was o.k. and didn’t report it to M. Boudreaux.
J.S. moves to approve license renewal for 2023 (2 yeas, 1 no). License renewed.
Mike Beadle:  also 2022 violator on self-reporting seeking 2023 renewal.

· Didn’t report his injury.

J.B. moves to approve Beadle license; J.S. seconds; license renewed.

J.G. reiterates that Class B promoters cannot promote Class A shows. Both Mikes want clarification of Class A vs. Class B rules; will defer this discussion until next meeting.
5) OLD BUSINESS:
Henry complaint hearing scheduled for today will be rescheduled; wants Bare Knukles fight decision reversed which by statute the commission cannot do.  Subpoena required for Robert Smith and the referee Mr. Maggiano. Will schedule hearing for late February. Must have full quorum as B.E. will be a witness and J.S. will chair.

Shanna Baxter suspension expired at year end per R. Norris.

6) NEW BUSINESS:

No discussion.
7) PAST SHOWS:
R.N. cites no MMA problems.
J.S. reports N.O. boxing show was canceled by Melvin Davis; E.B. collected fees and discussed his issues; cks bounced anyway; will table until Feb. meeting; B.E. says we can pay the officials who showed up mileage but not for event not worked. 

8) UPCOMING SHOWS:
No discussion.
9) ADJOURNMENT & NEXT MEETING:
February 15 looks good for all; J.S. moves to accept this date and adjourn; J.B. seconds; meeting adjourned.
