II. ESTIMATED COSTS AND/OR ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO
DIRECTLY AFFECTED PERSONS OR NONGOVERNMENTAL
GROUPS (Summary)

The proposed rule change will benefit persons licensed by
the LA State Board of Dentistry, as they will now be allowed to
receive continuing education credits for completing courses
approved or sponsored by the American Academy of Dental
Hygiene (AADH).

. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON COMPETITION AND EMPLOYMENT
(Summary)

The proposed rule change will not affect competition or
employment.

Arthur Hickham, Jr.
Executive Director
1909#051

Evan Brasseaux
Staft Director
Legislative Fiscal Office

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Health
Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology

Speech-Pathology and Audiology
(LAC 46:1LXXV.103, 107, 109,121, 125, 127, and 501)

Notice is hereby given in accordance with the provisions
of the Administrative Procedures Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq.,
and through the authority granted in R.S. 37:3085, that the
Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology
proposes to amend its current regulations to make technical
changes and clarifications, repeal a definition, remove the
clinical practicum hour requirement for audiologists, add a
waiver for audiology applicants, revise the duties of speech-
language pathology assistant license and provisional speech-
language pathology assistant licenses, as well as, revise the
procedural rules for investigation of complaints.

Title 46
PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL
STANDARDS
Part LXXYV. Speech Pathology and Audiology

Chapter 1. General Rules
§103. Definitions
A.

k sk sk

On-Site In-View Observation—repealed.
k ok sk

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:2650 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Examiners for Speech-Language
Pathology and Audiology, LR 14:705 (October 1988), amended LR
22:346 (May 1996), LR 27:197 (February 2001), LR 28:1781
(August 2002), LR 30:2307 (October 2004), LR 33:2192 (October
2007), LR 37:2392 (August 2011), amended by the Department of
Health, Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, LR
42:1665 (October 2016), LR 45:249 (February 2019), LR 45:
§107. Qualifications for Licensure

A.-H2. ...

a. The program or clinical director from an
accredited educational institution must verify that the
individual has met the breadth and depth of clinical
experiences;

H.2b.-L.1.c.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:2650 et seq.
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HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Examiners for Speech-Language
Pathology and Audiology, LR 14:706 (October 1988), amended LR
22:346 (May 1996), LR 27:197 (February 2001), repromulgated
LR 27:1690 (October 2001), amended LR 28:1781 (August 2002),
LR 30:2308 (October 2004), LR 33:2192 (October 2007), LR
37:2393 (August 2011), LR 39:1042 (April 2013), amended by the
Department of Health, Board of Speech-Language Pathology and
Audiology, LR 42:1666 (October 2016), LR 45:250 (February
2019), LR 45:

§109. Licensure Application Procedures

A.-D.

E. The initial license fee shall be submitted to this board
with the application form and shall be paid by check, money
order, or credit card.

F -G

H. Documentation of 36 weeks of postgraduate
professional employment/experience, a passing score on the
Educational Testing Service’s specialty area examination,
and verification of supervised clinical practicum hours may
be waived for individuals who submit verification that they
hold the Certificate of Clinical Competence from the
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association or proof of
certification from the American Board of Audiology (ABA)
with proof of passing the national exam. Documentation
must be submitted with the application form.

I.-S4.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:2650 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Examiners for Speech-Language
Pathology and Audiology, LR 14:707 (October 1988), amended LR
22:352 (May 1996), LR 27:199 (February 2001), LR 28:1974
(September 2002), LR 30:2311 (October 2004), LR 33:2193
(October 2007), LR 37:2393 (August 2011), repromulgated LR
37:2623 (September 2011), LR 39:1043 (April 2013), amended by
the Department of Health, Board of Speech-Language Pathology
and Audiology, LR 42:1666 (October 2016), LR 45:251 (February
2019), LR 45:

§121. Duties: Speech-Language Pathology Assistant
License and Provisional Speech-Language
Pathology Assistant License

A.l.

a. conduct speech-language  screenings. All
screening reports shall be cosigned and interpreted by the
supervising speech-language pathologist;

b.-g.

h. with permission and guidance of the supervising
speech-language pathologist, speech-language pathology
assistants may participate in parent conferences, individual
education program meetings (IEP), case conferences,
interdisciplinary team conferences, and research projects.
Provisional speech-language pathology assistants may
participate in these activities only with the supervising
speech-language pathologist present.

2. - 2.a.xii.
xiii. Provisional speech-language pathology
assistants may not participate in parent conferences,

Individualized Educational Program (IEP), Individualized
Family Service Plan (IFSP) meetings, case conferences,
interdisciplinary team conferences, and research projects
only when the supervising speech-language pathologist is
present.
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3.-4. ...

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:2650 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Examiners for Speech-Language
Pathology and Audiology, LR 30:2312 (October 2004), amended
LR 33:2194 (October 2007), LR 37:2394 (August 2011), amended
by the Department of Health, Board of Speech-Language Pathology
and Audiology, LR 45:255 (February 2019), LR 45:

§125. Renewals

A.-K.

1. Delinquent requests for renewals will be accepted
by the board through July 31, provided the delinquent
renewal fee is paid in accordance with §123 and the
continuing education requirements have been met.

K.2.-L.6. ...

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:2650 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Examiners for Speech-Language
Pathology and Audiology, LR 14:707 (October 1988), amended LR
22:351 (May 1996), LR 27:198 (February 2001), LR 28:1972
(September 2002), LR 30:2314 (October 2004), LR 33:2195
(October 2007), LR 37:2395 (August 2011), LR 39:1043 (April
2013), amended by the Department of Health, Board of Speech-
Language Pathology and Audiology, LR 42:1667 (October 2016),
LR 45:256 (February 2019), LR 45:

§127. Continuing Education Requirements

A.-L.

1. Pre-approval is required for continuing education
events that do not meet the requirements as listed under
127.K.1-11, and pre-approval of continuing education events
is required in those situations where it is unclear whether the
topic is relevant to the profession or will further a
professional’s expertise in a particular area.

L2.-MA4.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:2650 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Examiners for Speech-Language
Pathology and Audiology, LR 22:351 (May 1996), amended LR
27:199 (February 2001), LR 28:1973 (September 2002), LR
30:2314 (October 2004), LR 33:2196 (October 2007), LR 37:2395
(August 2011), LR 39:1043 (April 2013), amended by the
Department of Health, Board of Speech-Language Pathology and
Audiology, LR 42:1667 (October 2016), LR 45:257 (February
2019), LR 45:

Chapter 5. Procedural Rules
§501. Investigation of Complaints

A. The board is authorized to receive from any person, a
complaint or complaints against licensees, registrants,
applicants, or other persons engaging in practices which
violate or are alleged to violate the provisions of R.S.
37:2650 et seq.

B. ..

C. Once a written complaint is received, the board shall
initiate a review of the allegations contained therein. The
board may dispose of the complaint informally through
correspondence or conference with the licensee, registrant,
and/or the complainant, which may result in a private letter
of concern or a consent agreement and order. If the licensee
or registrant stipulates to the complaint and waives his/her
right to a formal hearing, the board may impose appropriate
sanctions without delay. If the board finds that a complaint
cannot be resolved informally, the written complaint shall be
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forwarded to the board’s designated investigator for
investigation. The board shall at that time notify the licensee
or registrant, by certified mail, return receipt requested, of
the investigation.

D. The board's designated investigator shall have
authority to investigate the nature of the complaint through
conference, correspondence, and other investigative
procedures, directed to those parties or witnesses involved.
The board's designated investigator shall send the involved
licensee or registrant notice by certified mail, return receipt
requested, of the investigation containing a short summary
of the complaint. All subsequent letters to the involved
licensee or registrant, all letters to the complainant, or any
other witness, shall be sent with a designation "personal and
confidential" clearly marked on the outside of the envelope.

E. The designated investigator shall conclude the
investigation as quickly as possible, without compromising
thoroughness. Unless good cause is shown by the designated
investigator satisfactory to the board, which may extend the
time for the investigation, the investigation and
recommendations shall be delivered to the board within 60
days of the date that the designated investigator first
received the assignment from the board.

F. Following an investigation, the designated
investigator shall report the board and make a
recommendation for either dismissal of the complaint or
proceeding to an informal hearing, consent agreement and
order, or formal hearing.

G. The designated investigator may determine that the
licensee or registrant's explanation satisfactorily answers the
complaint and may recommend to the board that the matter
be dismissed.

H. If the designated investigator's recommendation for
an informal hearing is accepted by the board, the designated
investigator shall notify the licensee or registrant of the time,
date, and place of the informal hearing and of the issues to
be discussed. The licensee or registrant shall appear on a
voluntary basis. The licensee or registrant shall be advised
that the hearing will be informal, no attorneys will be
present, and no transcript of the hearing will be made. Any
witnesses who testify will not be placed under oath, and no
subpoenas will be issued. The licensee or registrant shall be
informed that any statements made at the informal hearing
will not be used or introduced at a formal hearing, unless all
parties consent. If the licensee or registrant notifies the
designated investigator that s/he does not wish an informal
hearing, or if the licensee or registrant fails or refuses to
attend an informal hearing, the informal hearing shall not be
held. In that event, the board shall initiate a formal
disciplinary hearing.

I. A complaint may be resolved by:

1. a private letter of concern to the licensee, registrant,
or other appropriate parties.

2. a consent agreement and order approved by the
board and entered into by the licensee or registrant.

J.  The designated investigator shall recommend to the
board the initiation of a formal disciplinary hearing if the
investigation discloses any of the following: the complaint is
sufficiently serious to require a formal adjudication; the
licensee or registrant fails to respond to the correspondence
by the designated investigator concerning the complaint; the
licensee or registrant's response to the designated



investigator discloses that further action is necessary; an
informal hearing is held but does not resolve all of the
issues; or the licensee or registrant refuses to comply with
the recommended remedial action.

K. The designated investigator shall submit any
recommended action to the board in brief, concise language,
without any reference to the particulars of the investigation,
to any findings of fact or any conclusions of law arrived at
during the investigative process.

L. The board shall have the authority to delegate to the
designated investigator any alleged violations of the Speech-
Language Pathology and Audiology Act, R.S. 37:2650 et
seq., and any alleged violations of any and all rules and
regulations adopted by the board pursuant thereto, prior to
board action on those alleged violations. If requested by the
board, the designated investigator shall submit to the board
the complete investigatory file. Final authority for
appropriate action rests solely with the board including
formal notification to the complainant, the licensee, or
registrant.

M. At no time shall the designated investigator
investigate any case as authorized by the board where the
investigator has any personal or economic interest in the
outcome of the investigation, or is personally related to or
maintains a close friendship with the complainant, the
licensee, the registrant, or any of the witnesses involved. In
such event, the designated investigator shall immediately
notify the board, who shall appoint a substitute investigator
for disposition of that particular case.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
37:2650 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Board of Examiners for Speech-Language
Pathology and Audiology, LR 17:373 (April 1991), amended LR
22:356 (May 1996), LR 30:2320 (October 2004), LR 33:2200
(October 2007), LR 37:2398 (August 2011), amended by the
Department of Health, Board of Speech-Language Pathology and
Audiology, LR 42:1668 (October 2016), LR 45:264 (February
2019), LR 45:

Family Impact Statement

In compliance with Act 1183 of the 1999 Regular Session
of the Louisiana Legislature, the impact of this proposed
Rule on the family has been considered. It is anticipated that
this proposed Rule will have no impact on family
functioning, stability and autonomy as described in R.S.
49:972.

Poverty Impact Statement

In compliance with Act 854 of the 2012 Regular Session
of the Louisiana Legislature, the poverty impact of this
proposed Rule has been considered. It is anticipated that this
proposed Rule will have no impact on child, individual, or
family poverty in relation to individual or community asset
development as described in R.S. 49:973.

Small Business Analysis

In accordance with R.S. 49:965.6, the Louisiana Board of
Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology
has conducted a Regulatory Flexibility Analysis and found
that the proposed amending of this Rule will have negligible
impact on small businesses.

Provider Impact Statement

In compliance with House Concurrent Resolution (HCR)
170 of the 2014 Regular Session of the Louisiana
Legislature, the provider impact of this proposed Rule has
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been considered. It is anticipated that this proposed Rule will
have no impact on the staffing level requirements or
qualifications required to provide the same level of services,
no direct or indirect cost to the provider to provide the same
level of service, and will have no impact on the provider’s
ability to provide the same level of service as described in
HCR 170.
Public Comments

Interested persons may submit written comments to Jolie
Jones, Executive Director, Louisiana Board of Examiners for
Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, 37283 Swamp
Road, Suite 3B, Prairieville, LA 70769. Mrs. Jones is
responsible for responding to inquiries regarding this
proposed Rule. The deadline for receipt of all written
comments is 4:30 p.m. on the day prior to the hearing.

Public Hearing

A public hearing on this proposed Rule is scheduled for
Monday, October 28, 2019 from 12 -1 p.m. in the Webster
Room at the University Center at Louisiana State University
Shreveport, One University Place, Shreveport, LA 71115. At
that time all interested persons will be afforded an
opportunity to submit data, views or arguments either orally
or in writing.

Jolie Jones
Executive Director

FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
RULE TITLE: Speech-Pathology and Audiology

I ESTIMATED IMPLEMENTATION COSTS (SAVINGS) TO
STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS (Summary)

The proposed rule changes will result in an estimated one-
time SGR expenditure of $1,600 in FY 19 for the Louisiana
Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and
Audiology (LBESPA) to publish the proposed rule changes in
the Louisiana Register and upload the rule revisions to the
LBESPA website.

The proposed rule changes delete the definition for "on-site
in-view observation," remove the clinical practicum
requirement of 1,820 hours for audiologists, add the ability for
audiology licensure applicants who are certified by the
American Board of Audiology (ABA) to use their certification
along with proof of passage of the national certification exam
for licensure in lieu of providing documentation of their clinical
practicum hours revise the duties of speech-language pathology
assistant and provisional speech-language pathology assistant
licenses, as well as revise the procedural rules for the
investigation of complaints. These changes fall within the
current regulatory scope of the LBESPA and are not anticipated
to carry any additional costs for the board.

II. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON REVENUE COLLECTIONS OF STATE
OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS (Summary)

The proposed rule changes will not affect revenue
collections for state or local governmental units.

III. ESTIMATED COSTS AND/OR ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO
DIRECTLY AFFECTED PERSONS OR NONGOVERNMENTAL
GROUPS (Summary)

The proposed rule changes clarify and specify standards for
application, and standard of practice for all licenses
administered by the LBESP A.

The proposed rule changes may benefit audiologists
certified by the American Board of Audiology (ABA) by
expediting the licensure process. ABA-certified audiologists
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may now be licensed in Louisiana by presenting their
certification with proof of passing the national exam, in lieu of
providing documentation of their clinical practicum hours and
passage of the national certification exam, which is the current
practice.

The proposed rule changes remove a clinical practicum
requirement of 1,820 hours for audiologists. The proposed rule
changes clarify duties of speech-language pathology assistants
and provisional speech-language pathology assistants, stating
that they may only participate in parent conferences,
individualized education program (IEP) meetings, case
conferences, interdisciplinary team conferences, and research
projects only when a supervising speech-language pathologist
is present.

The proposed rule changes remove the ability of the
LBESPA to initiate a complaint against a practitioner of its
own volition, which may result in fewer complaints against
practitioners licensed by the board.

. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON COMPETITION AND EMPLOYMENT
(Summary)

The proposed rule change is not anticipated to affect

competition and employment.

Evan Brasseaux
Staff Director
Legislative Fiscal Office

Jolie Jones
Executive Director
1909#040

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Health
Bureau of Health Services Financing

Disproportionate Share Hospital Payments
Major Medical Centers
(LAC 50:V.2503 and 2719)

The Department of Health, Bureau of Health Services
Financing proposes to amend LAC 50:V.2503 and adopt
§2719 in the Medical Assistance Program as authorized by
R.S. 36:254 and pursuant to Title XIX of the Social Security
Act. This proposed Rule is promulgated in accordance with
the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S.
49:950 et seq.

The Department of Health, Bureau of Health Services
Financing proposes to adopt provisions to establish a
qualification criteria and disproportionate share hospital
(DSH) payment methodology for major medical centers
located in the southeastern area of Louisiana.

Title 50
PUBLIC HEALTH—MEDICAL ASSISTANCE
Part V. Hospital Services
Subpart 3. Disproportionate Share Hospital Payments

Chapter 25. Disproportionate Share Hospital Payment
Methodologies
§2503. Disproportionate Share Hospital Qualifications

A. In order to qualify as a disproportionate share
hospital, a hospital must:

1.-9.

10. effective June 29, 2016, be a major medical center
located in the central and northern areas of the state as
defined in §2715.A;

11. be a major medical center with a specialized care
unit located in the southwestern area of the state as defined
in §2717.A;
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12. be a major medical center located in the
southeastern area of the state as defined in §2719.A; and

13. effective July 1, 1994, must also have a Medicaid
inpatient utilization rate of at least 1 percent.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
36:254 and Title XIX of the Social Security Act.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of
Health and Hospitals, Office of the Secretary, Bureau of Health
Services Financing, LR 34:655 (April 2008), amended by the
Department of Health and Hospitals, Bureau of Health Services
Financing, LR 39:3294 (December 2013), amended by the
Department of Health, Bureau of Health Services Financing, LR
43:962 (May 2017), LR 45:

Chapter 27.  Qualifying Hospitals
§2719. Major Medical Centers Located in the
Southeastern Area of the State

A. Effective for dates of service on or after January 1,
2020, hospitals qualifying for payments as major medical
centers located in the southeastern area of the state shall
meet the following criteria:

1. be a private, non-rural hospital
Department of Health administrative region 1;

2. have at least 175 inpatient beds as reported on the
Medicare/Medicaid cost report, Worksheet S-3, column 2,
lines 1-18, for the state fiscal year ending June 30, 2018. For
qualification purposes, inpatient beds shall exclude nursery
and Medicare-designated distinct part psychiatric unit beds;

3. is certified as an advanced comprehensive stroke
center by the Joint Commission as of June 30, 2018;

4. does not qualify as a Louisiana low-income
academic hospital under the provisions of §3101; and

5. does not qualify as a party to a low income and
needy care collaboration agreement with the Department of
Health under the provisions of §2713.

B. Payment Methodology. Effective for dates of service
on or after January 1, 2020, each qualifying hospital shall be
paid a DSH adjustment payment which is the pro rata
amount calculated by dividing their hospital specific
allowable uncompensated care costs by the total allowable
uncompensated care costs for all hospitals qualifying under
this category and multiplying by the funding appropriated by
the Louisiana Legislature in the applicable state fiscal year
for this category of hospitals.

1. Costs, patient specific data and documentation that
qualifying criteria is met shall be submitted in a format
specified by the department.

2. Reported uncompensated care costs shall be
reviewed by the department to ensure compliance with the
reasonable costs definition in the Medicare Provider
Reimbursement Manual, Part 1, Chapter 21, Section2102.1,
Revision 454. Allowable uncompensated care costs must be
calculated using the Medicare/Medicaid cost report
methodology.

3. Aggregate DSH payments for hospitals that receive
payment from this category, and any other DSH category,
shall not exceed the hospital’s specific DSH limit. If
payments calculated under this methodology would cause a
hospital’s aggregate DSH payment to exceed the limit, the
payment from this category shall be capped at the hospital’s
specific DSH limit.

4. A pro rata decrease, necessitated by conditions
specified in §2501.B.1 above for hospitals described in this

located in



