Louisiana Environmental Education Commission

Meeting Minutes
November 10, 2010 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Baton Rouge Office, Louisiana Room

1:00 PM
I. Call to Order

The regular meeting of the Louisiana Environmental Education Commission was called to order by Ann Wilson, past Chair, at 1:05 p.m. at LDWF main office in Baton Rouge. Alex Appeaning (Chair) and Susan Testroet-Bergeron (past-chair) were not present.
II. Roll Call/Sign-in

Venise Ortego asked the Commission members sign in.
All members present signed in on provided sign-in sheet.

Members present:


Waylan Bennett


Dale Bayard

Aimee Robert



Dinah Maygarden      




Gary Balsamo



Mary Fuglaar


Jonathan Dearbone 


Dianne Lindstedt



Ann Wilson



Alex Appeaning
Connie Connor


Angela Capello
Marie Tizzard



Claudia Fowler for Charlotte Bihm

David Boldt
Others in attendance:


Venise Ortego, Coordinator


Natalie Dedon, OCPR

Juliette Raffray, Assistant Coordinator 
Jackie Johnson, OCPR


Tyler McCloud, Louisiana House of Representatives 

III. Introductions
Juliette Raffray, the new Assistant Coordinator, was introduced by Ann Wilson.
IV. Minutes from Last Meeting

Minutes from the previous meeting were passed out to Commission members to review. 
Minor revisions to the minutes were discussed.
Motion: Gary Balsamo moved to approve minutes from August
  Marie Tizzard seconded the motion
Vote: Passed unopposed
V. Financial Report
Venise Ortego discussed the financial report. A hard copy was included in member packets. Dale Bayard spoke about the state budget cuts. A discussion about cuts, the need for the programs to continue, and the original intent of the legislation for the license plate fees to be dedicated to environmental education took place.
VI. Coordinator’s Report

Venise Ortego presented the coordinator’s report.

Action: Venise will send Commission members a copy of her presentation at the House Natural Resources Legislative meeting.

· The office is preparing for the art contest and the symposium. Alcoa has contributed $20,000 for the Art Contest. April 21st is the deadline for entries. Information on the art contest was distributed at LSTA. 

· Venise attended KLB state conference in Baton Rouge.
· Venise talked about the marine debris art sculpture which she set up for Ocean Commotion. It has made visits to Grand Isle, Ocean Commotion and Nichols. KAB and LDWF has used it.  It takes 1.5 hours to put up and one hour to dismantle.  

· ELP meeting in July was a success. Sub-committee met in September. In process of getting an outline together to use as straw man. 

· 2011 education grants: March 15 is the deadline. 

· Venise presented a Power Point on it at a Legislative meeting. Venise will send us the ppt. 

· Juliette and Venise Ortego attended the 2010 LSTA Institute and manned an exhibit display about the Commission and its programs. 

· Venise Ortego reported on a meeting held by Lieutenant Governor Scott Angelle that featured the student group, Future Leaders of America’s Gulf (FLAG). Civic minded high school students in Lafourche founded the group to educate/engage students in decisions being made that affect the Gulf region such as the drilling moratorium, and fishing closures. 
VII. Old Business
A. 2011 Symposium Committee Reports

1) Audio-Visual:  Waylan Bennett discussed what will be needed for projectors. Projectors will be on hand. May possibly have lap tops on hand.

2) Door Prizes/Hospitality: Heidi is chair and not present and no report, LEEA will help.

3) Evaluation:  Marie Tizzard and Allyn Rodriguez are making minor revisions of evaluation but they are not final yet.

4) Exhibitors: Angela Capello reported that she had only one so far but it is too early. Once LSTA is over she will receive applications. The deadline is in December.

5) Finance: No one was present at this meeting. No report.

6) Keynote: Nancy Rabalais is actively working on this.

7) Lodging: Connie Conner reported that the form is on the website and functional and it was also sent out to LSTA as an attachment in an email.

8) Programs: Juliette Raffray had nine proposals and expect more by the deadline (December 3rd).  Alma Robicheaux at BTNEP offered to do an Eagle Expo tour for a field trip. Lee Yokel may do a session on the oil spill. Dale Bayard suggested having a NOAA person and USCG do this.

9) Public Relations:  No Chair; Bettsie Miller, no report.

10) Registration: Venise Ortego reported that the registration forms were distributed electronically.

B. Environment Literacy Plan- Venise Ortego

Venise Ortego gave an update about the ELP and reported that after the meeting in July 
the subcommittee met and started an outline which is in development.

VIII. New Business 

A. Art and Language Arts Contest 2011

Juliette Raffray reported that the 2011 contest has been announced, flyers are out and the submission date is April 21, 2011. The Theme this year is “Louisiana Outdoors: A Beautiful Experience”. There was a discussion about whether students can get their art back this year at the Symposium.  

B. Grants Program
Venise Ortego discussed the grants program for this year. The application will be distributed electronically. The deadline is March 15, 2011. Ann Wilson suggested that for attachments will not open or are too big to also send the links that are online. 
C.  Vote for Officers
Venise Ortego and Juliette Raffray distributed and collected the ballots vote for officers.

IX. Announcements 
● Art calendars are ready for pick up; bag 20; 120 per box
● Venise Ortego announced that she provided the Legislative Committee with the NCLI information and she also offered that the Power Point presented at the Legislative meeting can be placed on the website.

● Waylan Bennett announced that, due to budget cuts at the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, his position will be eliminated as of December 1, 2010. He was notified this morning and there is no position in the department for him to fill.

● Dianne Lindstedt thanked everyone who participated in Ocean Commotion the day before.

● Gary Balsamo announced that veterinary students that accompanied him today were observing him in order to learn what a public health veterinarian does.  
X.  Next Meeting Dates

February 11, 2011 at the Symposium, May 10, 2011 and August 9, 2011
X. Adjourn 


Motion: Jonathan Dearbone made a motion to adjourn.

Marie Tizzard seconded.

Vote: Passed unopposed; Meeting Adjourned: 3:15 p.m.
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