GOVERNOR’S ADVISORY COUNCIL 

ON DISABILITY AFFAIRS

MINUTES January 24th, 2012
The Governor’s Advisory Council held a meeting on January 24th, 2012, at 150 Street in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  GACDA Chairperson, Donna S. Breaux, presided.  

Attendees:





Absent:
Margaret Hill



                     Sen.Dorsey
Donna Breaux



          Willard Hamilton


Benjamin Cornwell
                                          Yvonne Bell
Kay Rone Wilson



          Rep. Scott Simon


Brandon Jones



          Laura Brackin
Stephen Kauffman



          Janet Pace


Julie Nesbit




          Wilfred Barry
David Gill





Carol Lirette
Mike Watts




         
Missy Graves











Martha Manuel 








Jan Chiles

















Guests:




 


H. Brandon Burris








Joey Cooper








Jamar Ennis 








Catherine Morgan 

Quorum was present.

CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS

GACDA Chairperson, Donna Breaux, called the meeting to order at 10:08AM, and asked everyone to briefly introduce themselves.  All present, including GODA Staff, identified themselves and their represented agencies.

Public Comments
No visitors were present to participate in public comments.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Margaret Hill made a motion. Jan Chiles seconded the motion. The April 6th meeting minutes were approved without any opposition or abstentions. 

Margaret Hill made a motion. Jan Chiles seconded the motion. The July 7th meeting minutes were approved without any opposition or abstentions. 

Presentation by Gina Rossi, Program Manager of Office of Aging and Adult Services
Ms. Gina Rossi gave a PowerPoint presentation to the members of GACDA. The focus of the presentation was on a new initiative regarding services to persons with disabilities called the Lifespan Respite Initiative. She announced that her department has received funding totaling to $250,000 for this new project. They have interviewed three potential applicants for the lead.    

GOVERNOR’S ADVISORY COUNCIL ON DISABILITY AFFAIRS CHAIRPERSON REPORT

Chairperson Donna Breaux wants all GACDA members to get involved in GODA’s projects and initiatives to enhance the experience of being a member. She mentioned that GACDA has plenty of knowledge and experience and needs to be utilized.  

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE ON DISABILITY AFFAIRS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

Executive Director Brandon Burris mentioned that he has met with Chairperson Breaux to discuss how GODA can make the GACDA experience more rewarding. Director Burris announced that GODA has received more than 120 constituent calls this quarter. The nomination packets for the 2012 GOLD Awards and the 2012 Inclusive Schools Art Contest have been mass distributed to over 300 schools. Jennifer Bollinger has successfully coordinated the first SILC-LRS meeting. 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE ON DISABILITY AFFAIRS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

Executive Director Brandon Burris began with a PowerPoint presentation entitled the GACDA Goals and Initiatives Report. Director Burris emphasized more participation in the activities and programs of the Governor’s Office of Disability Affairs. The council should be involved in GODA’s ambition of producing tangible products that directly benefits persons with disabilities. He has created a volunteer initiative for each of GODA’s upcoming programs. Director Burris mentioned that GACDA will be needed to participate in the following: 2012 Inclusive Schools Arts Contest/Show, inclusive recreation, ADA Awareness/training/flyer, The 2012 GOLD Awards, Disability Council Coalition, Election Awareness/flyer, ADA Symposium, and Louisiana Leadership Forum.   
ANNOUNCEMNT/ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING:

Chairperson, Donna Breaux, announced the next meeting would take place on April 24, 2012. The meeting was adjourned by GACDA Chairperson, Donna Breaux, at approximately 12:06PM.            
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