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The meeting was called to order and the meeting agenda was reviewed.  The Board business meeting was conducted after the northeast research station’s field day. 

Chairman Schexnayder started the meeting with an update on USB activities and the Port of Greater Baton Rouge grain facility.  The Board discussed the importance of the facility and its impact on the state’s soybean and grain markets.  The lease for the facility is up for bid and different entities are being considered.  Members expressed the importance of how the facility is run and the impacts it could have on the state’s grain market.

ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, to provide assistance if asked by the Port of Greater Baton Rouge, the assistance would be to help provide funds for an economic analysis regarding the proposals to operate the grain facility at the Port.
The Board next considered the minutes of the previous meeting.

ACTION NO. 2
A motion was made by JK Bordelon, seconded and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as presented.

Kyle McCann then presented the collections and financial reports.  The current cash position of the Board as of July 15, 2010 was presented.   The total cash on hand was $1,674,865 of which $1,128,739 was Soybean funds $521,831 was wheat and corn funds and $24,293 was sorghum funds.  The projected year end (6/30/010) undesignated funds as of were $1,121,674. The June YTD collections report from the LDAF was also reviewed.  The net year to date collections were $810,281 for soybeans and 377,173 for wheat and corn. The Board was also updated on the United Sorghum’s approval of sorghum projects.

The Board next discussed with Dr. Boethel some of ongoing research projects. DR. Boethel then presented the financial report on the 2009 projects, discussed the research budget cuts and updated the Board on changes in personnel.  The Board discussed various aspects of the research program. They mention the need to know how long a project had been funded and what the various goals or objects had been.  They also mentioned having very brief presentations on the new projects and the possibility of a proposal regarding a pest guide. 
Next, JK Bordelon reviewed the recent activities of the Mid-South Soybean Board regarding the publication of research projects in the south.  The Board was trying to reschedule a future meeting and looking to possibly coordinate on a project addressing the weathering of soybeans.  Since Mike French passed away the direction of the MSSB is somewhat uncertain. 

The Board next considered the upcoming referendum on the grains.  The Board agreed to stay with the date of August 26th. They also  discussed the mailout of information to growers and agreed to use the annual report along with a follow up post card to remind individuals of the vote.  They also asked that radio be utilized the week of the vote to help reminded producers.  The other referendum details would be handled as in the past.
The efforts regarding the Aflatoxin Center of Excellence of the South were next discussed. The effort was ongoing to obtain research funds at the federal level. The future NCGA and USGC meetings and Board member participation was then briefly discussed. 

Jess Barr, with the Louisiana Cotton and Grain Association, discussed partnering on future projects in areas of common needs such as weed and insect issues.  The cotton state support committee funds various projects and would like to work together in areas of common interest.  The Board discussed some possible ways and the mechanics of sharing project information.

ACTION NO. 3
A motion was made by JK Bordelon, seconded and carried, to have each Board have a representative to look at the various projects submitted and that this Board be represented by Darrel Vandeven. 
 The dates for the review meeting were discussed and tentatively set for November 18-19, 2010.  

The Board expressed their thanks to Dr. Boethel for the work that the LSUAgCenter is doing and he expressed their thanks for the Board’s support.

There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.  
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