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MEMBERS PRESENT:
Raymond Schexnayder, Jr., Darrell Vandeven, Donald Marshall, Robert Thevis, Jerry Hunter, Joey Olivier and Charles Cannatella
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JK Bordelon, Carlos Polotzola and Leo Franchebois
OTHERS PRESENT:
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The meeting was called to order and the meeting agenda was reviewed.  The Board business meeting was conducted after the northeast research station’s field day. 

Chairman Schexnayder called the meeting to order.  The Board then reviewed the minutes of the previous meeting and the email vote regarding the sponsorship of the 2011Louisiana FFA State Proficiency Award.  The Board by email response had agreed to a $500 sponsorship of the Grain Production Placement award. 
ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as presented and to ratify the vote in favor of the $500 sponsorship to the FFA Foundation for the Grain Production Placement award. 
Kyle McCann then presented the cash position and collections report.  The current cash position of the Board as of June 27, 2011 was presented.   The total cash on hand was $2,551,118.57 of which $1,831,827 was Soybean funds $635,070 was wheat and corn funds and $84,220 was sorghum funds.  The May collections report from the LDAF was also reviewed.  The net year to date collections were $1,052,553 for soybeans and 359,070 for wheat and corn. 
The Board then discussed the current banking procedures and the policy of the Board regarding signatures required on transactions.  The Board currently requires two signatures on all checks written on any of the accounts.  The two signatures required are to be from the three officers.  The current officers are Ray Schexanyder Chairman, J.K. Bordelon Vice-Chairman and Charles Cannatella Sec-Treasurer.  The Board has also traditionally wire transferred funds from the soybean account to the (USB) United Soybean Board account in fulfilling the requirements of the national soybean checkoff.  The USB forms and letter requesting a wire transfer have been prepared by staff and signed by one officer and then faxed to the bank for processing.  The Board discussed the process and agreed to require only one officer’s signature for only wire transfers from the Board’s soybean account to the USB account.  The Board also agreed to have Kyle McCann, staff, authorized to make inquiries on all accounts.
ACTION NO. 2
A motion was made by Joey Olivier, seconded and carried, to authorize and provide necessary documentation to provide for the banking process of requiring one officer’s signature for only wire transfers from the Board’s soybean account, #57005234, to the United Soybean Board’s account and to authorize Kyle McCann to inquire on all accounts.  All other transactions would continue to require two signatures.
The Board then discussed the request from the LSU AgCenter to modify the current research contract, #826-10062, by eliminating the project entitled “Corn and Soybean Response to Zinc Fertilization”.  Dr Golden is no longer with the LSU AgCenter and no one else is available to take this project over.  The project and funding would be eliminated from the current contract.  The 2011 total for soybean projects would be lowered to $812,773 and the total for all projects would also be lowered to $1,193,579.
ACTION NO. 3
A motion was made by Joey Olivier, seconded and carried, to amend the current contract with the LSU AgCenter by eliminating the project conducted by Dr. Golden and reducing the soybean and total funding by $6,325.
Next, Kyle McCann briefly mentioned the activities of the Mid-South Soybean Board.  JK Bordelon is the current Chairman of the MSSB. 

Charles Cannatella discussed the efforts regarding the Aflatoxin Center of Excellence of the South. The effort has shifted from obtaining research funds at the federal level to that of each state potentially contributing towards the effort. There was going to be a meeting in DC on July 15th to discuss how to collaborate on multi-state projects.  He asked how well will LSU AgCenter compete for these funds.  Louisiana currently funds more aflatoxin work than each of the other states.  The Board discussed if this effort would provide more funds and obtain an answer to this problem any sooner. As this concept develops more answers to the process will be forthcoming.  
The Board discussed various aspects of the research program with Dr. Russin. In part due to the reduced production this year, they did not want to consider any new processing or food use related projects this year.  They did want to see new proposals related to production research.  They also discussed weed resistance work and farmer’s responsibilities.  They asked that in September or October when crop expectations are better known that the Board be emailed regarding potential new projects.  Dr Russin also asked if they would be interested in having a new proposal regarding economic costs of production and other analysis conducted.  The Board briefly discussed it and did not feel they would be interested at this time.
Frankie Gould then provided an update on the annual publication and on the project to develop a pocket guide on weeds.  Dr. Webster also reviewed some of the information they were proposing to include in the guide.  Members of the Board commented on what they would like to have in the guide and agreed to provide further input if needed. During this discussion Board members asked for a new logo to be developed.  They asked that the new logo be presented at the review meeting in November for approval.
 The dates for the review meeting were discussed and tentatively set for November 17-18, 2011.  

The Board was then notified that a new auditor had been selected by the legislative auditor’s office.  This was required under the current audit procedures of the legislative auditor’s office.

There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.  
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