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Harrison Smith (LTPD) called the meeting to order at 3:07 pm.  After roll call of both commissions, a motion was made by Bruce Attinger for LTPD to approve the minutes of the last meeting and Toni Rice seconded the motion and the minutes were approved. Randy Ziegler made a motion to approve the minutes for the LTDC and Brandy Evens seconded the motion and minutes were unanimously approved.

Opening Remarks from Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne
Lt. Governor Dardenne thanked everyone for coming and for serving on both boards.  The Lt. Gov. told the boards that he is in the process of educating the Legislators this session just how important the Tourism budget is and how it is used to promote the State of Louisiana.  The Lt. Gov. encouraged all of the commission members to contact their legislative representatives and to do the same.
Remarks from Melody Alijani- Research & Development
We continue to expand our research services.  Melody mentioned that she was having a session at the summit and that everyone was invited to attend.

Remarks from Misty Velasquez – Marketing and Advertising
Misty updated the commission on the advertising campaigns and the Pandora.com online music channel for Louisiana.
Remarks from Deputy Assistant Secretary Jack Warner – Welcome Centers/Interpretive
The Louisiana Welcome Centers continue to be very busy with 1.2 million visitors for the year 2011.  Our top most visited Welcome Centers were:  Slidell, Atchafalaya, Vinton and Greenwood.

Kentwood is closed at this time due to DOTD grounds renovations.  It will reopen in late spring.  We have Bicentennial Banners in all of our Welcome Centers at this time.

Remarks from Interim Assistant Secretary LeeAnne Weill
Secretary Weill commented on how well the staff of the Louisiana Office of Tourism is doing in house with less and saving Tourism dollars by doing so.  We are always looking for creative ways to use our in-house team instead of using our ad agencies to save as much money as we can to help spend it promoting the state of Louisiana and our industry partners.
Other Business LTDC
Alana Cooper with the LTDC mentioned that a committee meeting was to be taking place after this meeting to make suggestions to the Lt. Gov. to find a new Assistant Secretary for the Louisiana Office of Tourism.

There being no other business, the LTDC closed its meeting at 3:23 pm.
LTPD

Other Business
David McLemore requested the last 10 years of what we have spent on advertising dollars.  The chairman, Harrison Smith requested that we schedule a meeting in the spring once the LTPA schedules the Legislative Day with the Legislators during this year’s session.

The Lt. Gov. suggested that each one of the commission members contact their legislators and make their argument to keep our Tourism dollars intact.
There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 4:17 pm.
