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In accordance with Executive Proclamation JBE 2020-75, issued by Governor John Bel Edwards on June 4, 2020 this notice shall serve as a certification of the Atchafalaya Trace Commission’s inability to otherwise operate in accordance with the Louisiana Open Meetings Law due to a lack of a quorum as a result of the COVID-19 public health emergency. The Louisiana Folklife Commission meeting on Friday, Wednesday, June 12, 2020, at 1:00 p.m. will be held via video conference and in a manner that allows for observation and input by members of the public, as set forth in this Notice. 
Request for the video conference link or public comments on any items may be submitted via email to mowens@crt.la.gov , or called in to (225) 342-8200, until 5 p.m. on June 11, 2020. 

Louisiana Folklife Commission Meeting

Friday, June 12, 2020 – 1 p.m.

Via Zoom
AGENDA

I.    Call to Order 

II.   Approval of Minutes 




Teresa Parker-Farris

III.  Reports


A. Chair Report







Teresa Parker-Farris


B. LDOA Budget Report






Cheryl Castille


C. Director, Folklife Program 





Maida Owens

IV.  Business


A.  Folklife Month 2020






Teresa Parker-Farris


B.  Special Meetings Committee





Teresa Parker-Farris


C.  Set date for next Commission meeting



Maida Owens

V.   Public Comment

VI.  Adjourn

Folklife Program Director’s Report – June 12, 2020. Maida Owens
Folklife Month 2020: Six Folklife Ambassadors will participate in 2020.  Whether the tradition bearers will be recognized at a public event will be determined later, but otherwise, plans are proceeding: Tommy Ike Hailey will honor Rick Adams, singer/songwriter in Alexandria; Brian Davis will honor Bogalusa Italian-American Club, St. Joseph’s Day Altar Tradition; John Pudd Sharp and Herman Fuselier will honor Goldman Thibodeaux, Creole musician in Mallet, St Landry Parish; Teresa Parker Farris will honor Grayhawk Perkins, Choctaw/Houma Nation Storyteller, Educator, and Musician from Mandeville; Shane Rasmussen will honor Katrice LaCour, Zydeco musician in Natchitoches; and Jennifer Ritter Guidry will honor Lawrence "Black" Ardoin, Traditional Creole accordion musician in Lake Charles. The Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities will support Folklife Month by funding the artist honoraria. Folklife Month will be featured in the LEH Fall issue of 64 Parishes, which is focused on folklife. It is not certain whether Folklife Month will be featured in the Preservation in Print October issue.

Bayou Culture Collaborative: Several events were scheduled to happen as the coronavirus pandemic started. All plans have been suspended. The Division of the Arts has extended the activity period until December 31, 2020, so we hope that some events will be able to happen.  We have told all of those planning Passing It On workshops and mini-apprenticeships that their funding is still dedicated, and, as they are able, we will support them with their revised plans.  The possibility of resuming Sense of Place workshops has yet to be determined. 
Musical Instruments Project:  The exhibit based on Holly Hobbs' essay, Innovation, Tradition, and Change in Louisiana Musical Instrument Making and Repair and designed by Megan Barra was completed and displayed at Folk Alliance International conference in New Orleans on January 22-26.The exhibit consists of three pull-up banners and will be made available to organizations throughout the state when appropriate. http://www.louisianafolklife.org/LT/Articles_Essays/instruments1.html.

House Dance Songs: The Willie and Irma Durisseau Project: Louis Michot was able to document 101-year-old fiddler Willie Durisseau and his wife Irma through Louisiana Folk Roots before he passed away. The final product will be an essay to be added to the Folklife in Louisiana website.  
Archiving Photo Collection:  Pausing Folklife Program projects due to the pandemic lockdown allowed for time to focus on preparing the Program’s extensive digital photo collection for archiving with the analog photos. Files not appropriate for archiving have been culled (duplicates or images scanned from the analog collection) and placed in folders. A list of all photographers represented in the collection with photo rights detailed has been drafted (35 pages so far) with the assistance of the Library of Congress. Remaining work includes adding photo logs and renaming files as needed. The images had been organized by projects and then photographers, but the LSU library system is based on photo content, so extensive renaming of folders is also needed to retain project and photographer data once folders are reorganized.  Laura Westbrook is working on the UNO Regional Folklife Program files and Dayna Lee is working on the NSU Regional Folklife Program files.  
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